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COVNTERPOISON 


AGAINST COVE. 
TOVSNES: 


In aSermon preached at Pauls- 
Crofle, May 23. 1619. 


By Izx. Dyxsz Miniſter of Gods word 
| at Epping in Eſſex. 


1 PSAL.119.36. 
Incline mine heart unto thy teſtimouies, and not unto conetonſneſſe, 


Auguſt, in Pſal. 128, ; 
eLuaritia 0p oft mali hominis, homo ipſe opus Dei. Et quid walt 
Dems ? Occidere in te quod ipſe feciſts, & ſalnare te quom ipſe 
fect, 


[12 LONDON, 

2 Printed for Rozxxr Myunzovans, and are tobe- 
2 ſoldat his ſhop at the great Sourhdoore of Pauls. . 
Ss 1619. 
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| A. | 
COVNTERPOYSON 


AGAINST COVETOVSNES: 


Lvxe 12, 15. 
Ad he ſaid unto them, Take heed and beware of 
conetowſne(ſe. 


O better fared it ſometimes with our 
| Lord himſclfe in his miniſtery, then ic 
now dayly doth with vs his ſeruants 
the miniſters of the Goſpell : andno 

| better with vs then it did with the Pro- 
phet, Ezek. 33. 31. His auditors fate before him as 
the Lords people, they heard his words, they would 
notdothem, their hearts ran after their couetouſneſſe, 
Such is the dunghilly diſpoſicion of many hearers, 
that euen then their hearts are moſt eagerly bent 
ypon their carthly intentions, when Gods miniſters 
labour moſt of all to call them off, and to raiſe them 
vpto heauenly contewplations, It was juſt thus with 
an auditour of our Sauiours in this preſent chapter; 
whileſt this blefed feeds-man, euen the Lord of the 
field himſelfe was committing his ſeed tothe earth, 
behold ſome falles vpon rhornie ground. Whileſt our 
Sauiour was labouring to preparemen for an cter- 
nall, here was one whoſe heartran after a temporall 
inheritance, and amidſt our Sauiours heauenly , his 
choughts are taken vp with an _—y buſineſle. "_ 
E 


© 


2 A Counterpoyſon againſt couetouſneſſe, 
he cannotreſtthere neither; he doth not onely »1»4 
earthly things, as they, Philip. 3, but this ſore breakes 
out in his lips: for, verſe 13. Ore of the company ſaid, 
Maiſter ſpeake to my brother that he diuide the inheri- 
tance with me. This earthly minded man cannot be 
content with thoſe, Ezechiel 33.31. to hauec his heart 
ruane, but that which is worſe, his 7o2ue mult rare 
r00; and that which is yet the ſore of all, euen then 


when our Sauiour is employed in the diſpenſation of + 


the word, euen then is he thus bold with a ſawcie 
importunity to trouble and interrupt our Lord in 
this ſacred {eruice. How tump and uſt ts this fellowes 
faith and religion with thouſands of our times, who 
willvphold it for a truth, that a miniſter may do God 
berter ſeruice in taking vp quarrels betweene neigh- 
bours,and compoſing differences betweene pariſhio- 
ners,then with all his paines in pi1eaching. This is right 
to call Chriſt from d/uiding theword to the diuidim 

of an mberitaxce. Oh wailter, you might do well to 


_ ceafle this trouble to your ſelfe and this great multi- 


rude, to make anend of your Sermon, and to come 
and end a difference berweene me and my brother; 
you ſhall do a worke of charitie , and a nezghbourly 
good office betweene vs, you may ſauca great deale 
that may otherwiſe be idlely ſpent in law. Ridiculous 
tollic ! As if ſo bethe ſauing of the purſe were to be 
— were tobe regarded, before the ſauing of 
ſoules. 


Well, but what is our Sauiours anſwer 2 His an- 
{wer 1s: 


5 Firſt particular,verſe 14.He ſaid wnto him. 
eSccondly more /cuecrall,verſe 15.He ſaid unte the, 
1.His 
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AC 5y/on againff commuſne/Jec:- 3 
1. His partiesler anſwer is aperſonall checke to 
this mans importunity and demand both: He {aid 
unto him, Man,voho hath made me a 1udge &+ a dinider 
2ucr you? Andlo he anſwers not the foole according to 
his folhe,refuſech to gratific him in this his vnſeaſona- 
ble and valawfull requeſt. | 
2. }His ſexerall anſwer is to the whole multitude: 
And he [aid wnto them, Take heed and beware of conc- 
touſneſſe,veaſe 15.And thus our Sauiour doth anſwer 
the foole according to hu follie, and takes occaſion by 
his folly to teach the whole multicude wiſedome. 
Theroote of this mans folly was couctouſneſle : the 
ftrong ſauour whereof our Lord ſented in this his vn- 
ſeaſonable requeſt.Chriſt therefore laycth the axe to 
the roote of thetree, and ſiniteth at the maine radi- 
call corruption of his heart. Ando anſwers him not 
according to his Deſire, but according to his Neede. 
Thercin following Gods ownerule,Ezech.14. 4. that 
he that comes to the Prophet with a queſtion , what 
euer his queſtion be , ſhould be anſwered not accor- 
ding to his c#rzo/itzes, bur according to his neceſ/itres; 
he muſt be anſwered according io his 1dols, hemuſt 
heare roundly and plainly of that ſin whercofhe was 
chiefly guiltie. Thus deales the Lord here. Andnor 
onely ſo,but of his poyſon makes triacle,& preſcribes 
a bleſſed preſeruatiue againſt that peſtilence where- 
with this mans heart was infected. Such was his hap- 
pic handineſſe and dexterity , to make cuill the te 
and hint of good, and tocextract heaucnly light our 
of the darkneſſe of an earthly heart. 
And thus we ſee inbriefe how theſe words frame 
and fallin with the body of the texc. EY | 
B 2 i mm 


A Cont dg a5xſt couttouſweſſe. 
The words themſclues area Cautioy againſt Cone. 
rouſneſſe. In the which we haue three things conſide- 


rable. ; 
1. The manner ofthe caution. Take heed and be- 


ware. | 
2. The obieF of it. Of courtouſneſſe. 
| 3. The perſons warnedto beware. Ard he ſaid 
 wntothem. 
1. The manner of this caution lieth in the Duplice- 
tionthereof. Take heede and beware, Not take heede 
alone, nor beware alone, but both take heede, and be- 
ware. Now what meanes this double fence ? might 
not a ſingle ztemshaue ſerued the turne ? Certainly he 
that telleth vs that we muſt be accountant foreuery 
idle word,would not himſelfe be guiltietherof.Some- 
what therfore there is init that the cautio is doubled, 
yea not onely doubled, but in a manner trebled, in as 
much as the ſecond word ſeemeth to haue a double 
_ abouethe firſt.zga7 x pvaevreods. The firſt word 
implying an ocular warineſle,an eye watch;the ſecond, 
an hand watch,a kind of manuall,itnota wartiall and 
prefidiary guarding of a mans ſelfe.Mark,8.15.Chriſt 
giuing his diſciples warning ofthe leauen of the Pha- 
riſes, vſeth two words alſo To yet the latter there ſee- 
meth tobe of no greater force then the former. lr is 
but z$71,6xire- But here not onely the word, but the 
weig ht is doubled, 3m x pvaaoocobe, Take heede and 
beware. As it he had ſaid, to paraphraſe therexr, not 
to mend the tranſlation, watch and ward, nay watch 
and gward , and defend your ſelues from the {inne of 


couetouſneſſe, VWell.Whar may all this meanenow? . 


It ſcemes to argue theſe particulars. | 


1 A 


; 
Ng 


AH Counterpeyſer againſt concteaſneſſe.— x 
1. A wondrous ſtrong i»c/atioz in our corrupt 
natures to this ſinne. If our affeions were not vio- 
lent and headſtrong , a ſingle reyne would haue {er- 
ued to haue courbed and bridled vs in. If we werenot 
eagerly bent thereon, what ſhould neede pikes and 
balbards to keepe vsoff ? | 
2. A wondrous great 4ereer in the ſinne. If itwere 
not a deepeand a dangerous bog, a ſlighter fence 
> mighthaueſerucd, this double pale might haue bene 
./: ſpared. Prou. 4-14. 15, you haue an whole heape of 
| prohibirions againſt the wayes of wicked men: Exter 
xt inzo the path of the wicked, go not inthe way of euill 
men; auoyae it, paſſe not by it turne from it, paſſe away. 
What meanes this frequent and vehement iteration, 
and inculcation of one and the ſame thing ? Tt ſerues 
to tcach both our proneneſſe vnto, and the perill in 
thoſe wayes. Luſt ſo it is here.Our Sauiours vehemen- 
cic in forewarning vs, argues the more then ordinary 
> perillof this ſinne. This double caucat argues more 
> thenaſingledangertherein. 
> _ 3. Awondrauscarefull wa:ch that weſhould keepe- 
ouer our owne hearts, that at no time they be ouer- 
charged with the couetous cares of this life. Since 
our inclination isſo'great , and the danger no lefle 
rhen it, our watch ſhould be proportionablero both, 
double and double. Some dangers are auoyded by 
the bare eſpiall,jcis cnough 4zFrto ſeethem. Bur here 
not oncly cycs, but weapons are required; here we 
muſt pvaceoes, nat onely haue our eyes inour heads, 
but our weapons in our hands. The danger of the 
finne and inclination of our hearts thereto being fo 
great, here it is true , that Abwaders cantelanum m 
B 3 
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6 MA Connterpoyſon againff conttouſneſſe. 
If this which is double in precepr, were quadruple in 
- practiſe, irwere all little andlittte enough. 
2. Point; the oþie7 of the caution. What it is wherof 
we muſt take heed & beware: take heed & beware of 
 couetouſneſſe. Conctoutneſle is che fin then, of which 
our Sauiour here forewarnes vs. A finne, I make no 
queſtion burhath often bene witneſled againſt inthis 
place. Giue me leauealſo to adde my teſtimony,that 
ſo in the mouth of many witneſſes , yea of a cloud of 
witneſſes,this truth may ſtand. * 

Ve haue here then a watchword againſt coue- 
touſneſle : Take heede and beware of couctouſneſle. 
A ſin indeed that ill beſeemes,and in no wiſe will ſuite 
with the profeſſion ofthe name of Chriſt. Tex every 
one that calles vpon the name of the Lord, & vpon whom 
the name ofthe Lord is called,depart from iniquity,2. 
Tim. 2. 19. but cſpecially from that in/quitie which 
hath caſt vpon riches,otherwiſe Gods good bleſſings, 
the reprochfull citle of the r/ches of in:quitie,Luk.16. 

Our conuerſation muſt be as becomes the Goſpel, 
Phil. 1.27. But how maay that be done? Heb. 13.5. ye 
haue a comment to that text. Lef your conuer{ation be 
without couetouſmeſſe. When our connerſation is with- 

out couerouſneſſe,then is our conuerſation as becometh 
the Goſpel. 

Our connerſation? nay our very communication 
mult be free from ic. Ephel. 5. 3. Fornication and all 
vncleanneſſe,andcouctouſneſſe , let it not be oncena- 
med a2} you, xs becomes Saints. It becomes Saints 
to walke as becomes the Goſpell; they then walke as 
becomes the Goſpell, when both conuer/ation and 


cormmurnicerion are tree from conerouſneſſe. So ſpeakes 
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A Connterpoyſon agarnſf couttoufneſſe. =» 
Paul of couetouſneſle as Dazid of idols, Pſal. 16.4. 7 
will not make mention of their names with my lips. If 
the ame, how much more ſhould the z7hing be odi- 
ous?OQur conuer/ation?our communication? yea our ve- 
ry cogitations ſhould be free fromir. Ir is the brand of 
thole brute beaſts that are made to be taken-and de- 
ſtroyed, of curſed children, 2. Per. 2. 24: that they 
haue zheer hearts, and fo their thoughts exerciſed fo 
couetouſneſſe. | 

Take we a view of all the Saints and ſernants of 


: God, whoſe memories, whoſe graces, yea and whoſe 


{innes are recorded in holy writ; ſec if you can finde 
me one of all that bleſled company,that was euer ble- 
miſhed with this filch,that was euer defiled with this 
mire.Indeed once Noah was ouertaken with rhe loue 
of wine, never with the loue of the wor/d. Once Lot 
was twice znceſtuous, neuer cauctous. Once Dauid was 
beſorted with the fii/b, neuer bewitched with the 
world, but cuen in the top of the worlds happincfle 
acknowledgeth himfelte a ftranger anda pilgrime, 1. 
Chron. 29.15.Once Peter denyedhismaiſter, but yer 
it was not the loue of the world (for hehad denyed 
that before he denyed his maiſter, in forſaking all,) 
burtthe fearc of the world that cauſed him to flipinto 
that ſin. Zaccheus indeed before his conuerfion had 
bene a couctous pinching prolli lican; but no 
ſooner doth he take Chrilt by the hand, burthe firſt 
thing he dath is to ſhake. hands with hiscouerouſ- 


= | neſſe. Chriſtthathathbidvs beware of it, wiltmuch 


more hinſelfe take heed and beware of dwelling in 
that heart, where that finne dwels. If he whip nor 
this money merchant out of the temple. of ourheatr, 
it 


3 A Connterpoyſon againſt conttiuſneſſe. 
it will keepe and barre our him for taking any polleſ- 
fon there. | 

Now what,thinke we,may be the reaſon that theſe 
forenamed Scripture-ſaints, though they had their o- 
ther both infirmities andgrofle ſinnes, yet were ſtill 
free from this? Scemes it notto aduiſe thus much ? 
Thatgrace andreligion may better ſtand with once- 
ated adulcerie, inceſt, and drunkennefle, then it can 
with that habicuall iniquity of couctouſneſle? Davids 
adulterie, Noahs drunkenneſle, Lots inceſt,theſe were 
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acuall ſinnes but once ated, they were no habituall. , 5 


euils in them. A man may fall into theſe {innes , and 
yet not be an habituated ſinner. But a man cannot 
properly be couctous without an habirual continued 
cuill diſpoſition of the ſoule. Now this is a ſure rule, 
that grace may ſtand with ſome actual though groſle 
ſinne,being bur once ſlipt into (though but one aQu- 
all finne doth ſhrewdly wound and weaken grace: 
but whether grace anda good heart can ſtand witha 
continued habituall wickedneffe , there is the que- 
ſtion,if ſo bea queſtion. 

Hence haply therefore hath it bene, that diuerſe 
of the Saints of God when they hauc bene to iuſtific 
their integritie,and make good their reputation, haue 
cuermore bene eſpecially carcfull ro free themſelues 
fromthe impuration of this ſinne, and haue ſhaken 
offnot this duſt, but dirt and filth from offthcichands 
and fecte. Thus Seael in his apologie, 1. Sam. 12.3+ 
90 lerervre, Icr. 15% To. Wo is me my mother, thou haſt 
borne me a contentious manthat ſtrineth with the whole 
earth, 1 haze neither lent on wſurie,nor men hane lent #0 |: 
me on vſarie,yet enery one doth curſe me, Wellbs | 

thought F 
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thought they might haue curſed bim, had he bp 
guilty of that curſed ſinne; bur he ſhewes the worlds 
miquitic by his owne honeſty, and his owne honeſty 

in being free from the fruits of that ſinne of coue- 
toulneſſe. So Paule Acts 20.33. 1 haue courted no mans 

|  filner, nor gold, nor apparell. Now why purge theſe 
> | menrather from this then from other ſ{innes > why 
rge they not from adultery,whoredome,drunken- 

hefl ? bur ſpecially, and in a manner from couetouſ- 
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> neſſe? Surely becauſe full well chey knew,that of all o- 
> ther ſinnes this is that which moſt ſtaynes and ble- 
> miſheth good report and honeſt reputation, and 
> Afandeth in greateſt oppoſition to the life and crutch 
>: ofprace. 

Eg For where this {inne getteth head, it eateth out the 
\,” heart of grace, by cating all grace out of the hearr. 


= mhileſome haue luſted after money they hawe erred from 

- rthefaith,r.Tim.6.10. Nay they hauenorftaydrhere, 

>, burhaue fallen fromthe faith, 2. Tim. 4.10, Demas 

> bath forſaken me, and hath embraced this preſent 

- world, Itfo fares withearthly minds as with the earth 

in which are the mines of filuer and gold; of all earths 

they arc obſerued ro be the moſt barren; and of all | 

hearts ſuch arethe moſt fruitleſſe, the moſt grace- 

leſle. Therefore in the parable the cares of this life are 

compared to thornes; thornes choke the good ſeed. 

As well may a man looke for an harueſt in an hedge, 

> asforgrace in acouctous heart. Theſe couetous de- * 
7 fires are theſeuen ill-fauoured empty cares that eate 

vp thefull and goodeares. Thele are the caterpillers, 

and graſhoppers,the canker and palmer wormes that 

abi the greene herbe of grace inthe ficld - the 

| heart, 
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heart. The dampes of the carth do not moreauench 
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all, behold yct a greater abomination then this. Ir 
reacheth men not only to diſobey but to deſpiſe, and 
mocke atthe word. Luke 16. 14. And the Phariſes alſo 
who were couetous heard theſe things, namely our Sa- 
uiours Sermon againſt the ſeruice of Mammon, and 
what was the ſucceſſe? _Adzd they derided him.Cone- 
rouſneſle is a profane ſinne that ſeateth a man in the 


 chaire of peſtilence, in the ſcorners pew. 


We find a prolmbition, Pro. 23. 6.not to eate of a 


 couetous mans bread. A reaſon is fecretly couched 


in that epithete there given him: Eatc notthe bread 
of him that hath az ex;/eze.He hath an euil eye,which 
makes him wiſh a man choakt, when he bids, much 
good may itdo him. Such cuill and counterfeit wel- 
come ſhould make a man rake little pleaſure intable- 
friend(hip and familiarity with him. Bur yet there is a 
greater reaſon then this, that ſhould make vs ſhy bf 
his conuerſe,namely the feare ofthe defilement of his 
pitch. Couctouſneſfe is a defiling finne, Marke 7. 21. 
22+ T befts,courtouſne(ſe theſe come from within,and de- 
fie the man. Yeaitſo dehiles, as thatinthatregard we 
(hould auoyd ouer familiar conuerſe with him. And 
vpon this ground doth Pau/ forbid cating his breads 
1. Corint. 5.11. If any manthat # called a brother be 


CcOuctous 5 


AConnterpoy/on againſ} conttouſneſſer 11 
couetous, with ſuch anoxe no not to eate. | 
The world would faine hold that doctrine of ve- 
niall innes ſtill;and though Popery it ſelte which firſt 
haccht that diſtintion, do ranke this amongſt their 
mortall innes , yet would men haue it buta veniall 


. triuiall offtence.For a man to be an adulterer, a forni- 


cator, I hope the world is not growne to that deſpe- 
rate paſle yet; butI may adde,to be a ſwearer, anda 
drunkard,theſe are counted,and indeed they are hey- 
nous abominations. Bur for a man to be couectous, 
this is {lighted ouer as a matter of nothing. The ordi- 
narie language of the world is, He is a man ſomewhat 
with the PEd alucle with the neareſt, a little too 
much tor the world, but yet a maruellous honeſt, a 
wondrous good man.Now in good truth were it not 
ridiculous to ſay ſo of a thiefe? of at adulterer? Why 
not then as ridiculous to ſay ſo of the couetous ? For 
as honeſt a man as the world makes him, yet God ſtill 
rankes him amongſtche moſt heynous and tranſcen- 
dent tranſgreſlors. Beſides thoſe places, Marke 7. 21. 
22,and Epheſ. 5.3.5, conſider rhefe two places, r. 
Cor.5.11.1.Cor.6.9.10.In both whichplaces ye ſhall 
find the couerous inthe middeſt of the throng crow- 
ded vp on both fides with foricators , idolaters, (odo- 
mites, theeues, drunkaras, reutlers , and extortioners. 
God wouldletvs ſee by his companions with whom 
he ſorts him, what to thinke of his honeſty. Nay yer 
to helpe the matter,and to let you ſce the full honeſty 
of this ſinne , note it, and with horrour note it you 
chat are guiltic, that rhe Apoltle makes it a Symp- 
come, and ſigne of a reprobate ſenſe. Twentie and 
two of them arethere in all,and his is ſer in the fourth 

CG 3 place, 
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cart. The dampes of the carth do nor morequench 

re, then the loue of the earth dampes grace. And 
indeed no wonder that this ſinne is ſuch an enemy 
vto grace;for it is anenemy vnto, anda ſcorner of 
the meanes of grace, the preaching of the word, E- 
zek.33-31. They ſit before thee,and they heare thy words, 
but they will not do them. VWhat was the reaſon? Ther 
heart runneth after their conetouſue/ſe. But that is nor 
all, behold yet a greater abomination then this. It 
reacheth men not only to difobey ,bur ro deſpiſe, and 
mocke atthe word. Luke 16. 14. And the Phariſes alſ0 
who were couetous heard theſe things,namely our Sa- 
uiours Sermon againſt the ſeruice of Mammon, and 
what was the ſucceſſe? 1nd they derided him .Counc- 
rouſneſle is a profane ſinne that ſeateth a man in the 
chaire of peſtiience, in the ſcorners pew. 


We find a prohibition, Pro. 23.6.not to cate of a 


couctous mans bread. A reaſon is ſecretly couched 
in that epithete there giuen him: Eate notthebread 
ofhim that hath ax eaz/eye.He hath an cuil eye,which 
makes him wiſh a man choakr, when he bids, much 
good may itdo him. Such cuill and counterfeit wel- 
come ſhould make a man take lirtle pleaſure in table- 
friendihip and familiarity with him. Bur yet there is a 
__ reaſon then this, that ſhould make vs ſhy of 
is conuerſe,namely the feare of the defilement of his 
pitch. Couetouſneſke is a defiling finne, Marke 7, 21. 
2 2+ T befts,courtouſne(ſe theſe come from within,and de- 


 flethe man. Yeaitfo defiles, as that inthatregard we 


thould auoyd ouer familiar conuerſe with him. And 
vponthis ground doth Pau/ forbid cating his bread; 
1. Corint. 5.11. If any man that us called a brother be 


couetous, 
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AConnterpoy/on egainſd conttouſneſe = 11 
couetous, with ſuch anoze mo not to eate. 
| The world would faine hold that doctrine of we- 
ziall ſinnes ſtill;and though Popery it ſelte which firſt 
haccht that diſtinCtion, do ranke this amongſt their 
mortall innes , yet would men haue it but a veniall 
triuiall offtence.For a man to be an adulterer, a forni- 
cator, I hope the world is not growne to that deſpe- 
rate paſle yet; butI may adde,to be a ſwearer, anda 
drunkard,theſe are counted,and indeed they are hey- 
nous abominations. But for a man to be couctous, 
this is {lighted over as a matter of nothing. The ordi- 
narie language of the world is, He is a man ſomewhat 
with the 4, 2" aliule with the neareſt, a little roo 
much tor the world, bur yet a maruellous honeſt, a 
wondrous good man.Now in good truth were it not 
ridiculous to ſay fo ofa thiefe? of at adulterer? Why 
not then as ridiculous to ſay ſo of the couetous ? For 
as honeſt aman as the world makes him, yet God {till 
rankes him amongſtrhe moſt heynous and tranſcen- 
dent tranſgreſſors. Beſides thoſe places, Marke 7. 21. 
22,and Epheſ. 5.3.5, conſider theſe two places, r. 
Cor.5.11.1.Cor.6.9.10.In both whichplaces ye ſhall 
find the couerous in the middeſt of the throng crow- 
ded vp on both ſides with fornicaters , idolaters, (odo- 
mites, theeues, drunkarads , reutlers , and extortioners, 
God wouldletvs ſee by his companions with whom 
he ſorts him, what to thinke of his honeſty. Nay yer 
to helpe the matter,and to let you ſee the full honeſty 
of this ſinne, note ir, and with horrour note it you 
chat are guiltic, that the Apoltle makes it a Symp- 
tome, and ſigne of a reprobate ſenſe. Twentie and 
two of them arethere in all,and his is ſet in the fourth 
C2 place, 


12 A Counterpoyſon aga inſt couetouſneſſe. 

place, Rom. 1. 29. Wherefore God gaue them ouer to 4 
reprobate minde. But how appeared it? Being filled 
with all vnrighteouſneſſe , fornication, wickednefle, 
conetouſneſſe. Thus how light and ſlight ſocuer this 
finne be tn the worlds ettceme, yet behold how 
weightie and ponderous it is in the ballance and 
ſcales of the Sanctuary. | 

| doubtnot but moſt mens iudgements will ſub- 
ſcribe to this truth, but conſcience is not ſo foone 
wrought to obedience, andthe truth will ſooner be 
confeſſed then practiſed; therefore to bring men to 
the practiſe of this confeſſed truth , I will commend 
ro your Chriſtian conſiderations theſe three par- 
ticulars. 

I. hat couctouſneſle is. 
2. The Danecy of it. 
3. The Remeazes againſt it. 

1. What covetouſneſle is. This is a point ſo much 
the rather to be enquircd after, becauſe though a co- 
vetous man will acknowledge couctouſneſſe to be a 
ſinne, yer by no meancs will he acknowledge him- 
{clfe ro be couerous.So thata man may ſay of the co- 
uetous man as Luther ſpeakes of an hypocrite, that 


he is tale monſtrum quod eſt fimpliciter impcccabile , a 
ſinleſſe kind of monſter that by no ——_ will be 


| borne downe to be guiltic. An adulterer., a drunkard, 


a ſwearer, theſe {inners and finnes are eaſily.diſcouc- 
red,eafily conuinced,theſe openly weare Satans cog- 
niſance, theſe are palpable impieties. Bur this, it is a 
ſculking iniquitie, it will needs be a vertuous vice , a 
gracious finne. Paul hath a phraſe, 1.Theſſal. 2. 5. 
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A Counterpoyſon againficouttoufne(ſe. 13 
tranſlators, che cloke of courtouſneſſe. Itis a colouring, . 
andacloking finne. Ir is a finne that weares the c/oke 
and liuery ofibeii » prouidence , good husbandrie, 
honeſt care for a mans owne, without which a man is 
worſe then an infidell. Ir is fit therefore that this falſe 
colour and complexion be waſhed off, and that this 
monſter be vncloked and vacaſed , that his euill fa- 
vourcd, bur naturall lincaments, may appeare. 

There be two words then in Scripture which ſecme 
to expreſle the full nature of this ſinne. 
1. This word in my text, TAtors;in- 
2. That wordof Pay, 1.Tim.6.10,gmeeyryie. Loue 
of money. 
1. Some define itby the firſt, to be a deſire of ha- 

uing more. Bur yet with their. good leaues I deſire to 

have ſomewhat more in the definition thereof; for 

euery defice of hauing more is not couetouſneſſe, A 

man may pray Agurs prayer without couctoulneſſe, 

A man in alow and meane condition may defire of 

God with condition to haue his eſtate bertered, and 

yer not be couerous. Others therefore: adde, and 

make it to be an inordinate deſire of hauing more,by 

vniuſt and vnlawfull meanes. Burt that is too fauoura- 

ble,for then ſhould none be couerous bur vniuſt get» 

rers of goods. A man may be couetous, and.yet get 

his goods without fraud, oppreſſion , and cofinage. 

Therefore notto trouble you with many, methinkes, . _ 

that of Auguſtine hits thenayle on the head aboueall\cy. quim f 
others : Couctouſneſſe i the deſire of more then enough, ct. Aug, de lib. 

To defire beyond the bounds of ſufficiencic, ro % une ge a 

ſeeke for more then a man may pray for, Give vs this % 

3 


our for ſuperfluj- vir quim ſub 
ties, 


? Progredi 
day ur daily bread, toſeeke _— 
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14 A Counterpoyſon againſt couetouſneſſe. 
ties, this is couctouſneſſe. A man, I rake it,may be 


Taxa autern ſaid ro haue enough , when he hath ſuch a portion 
ſa eſt quanta? 1,14 ſyfficiencie of theſe outward things, as thathe 


fibi ex1,;/it oatu- 
rx in {yo gene- 
re conleruandz 


hath wherewith to liue plenrifully , as alſo both ro 
traine vp his liberally forthe beſt imployments, and 


modus, AuguP. | leauc his liberally according to their callings and 


conditions. I thinke ſuch a man may be ſaid to hauc 
enough, and what is more is of finne. No ſooner 
doth a man ſteppe ouer the hedge and pale of ſwffic:- 
encie , bur he is preſently in the wide, wilde, and 
boundleſſe champian of couetorſ7eſe. 

2. The nes word is gtazgyvpie, the loue of money. 
Andthus a man may be couctous in the inordinate 
loue of that which he hath,though he go not beyond 
thelimits of ſufficiencie. ' There is a couetouſneſle in 

ſcraping , that may be a>eriie, and there is a coue- 
rouſheſſe in holding , that may be emappuyie. There is 
acouctouſneſle in rapacrtie, that comes from a deſire 
of more then enough. There is a couetoulſneſle in te- 
nacitie, that comes from an immoderate loue of that 
we haue. Ilacwretiz hath a large paw to get and gather 
more then enough. gragyuyie that is like the man in 
the Goſpell with the withered hand, whoſe ſinewes 
are ſo ſhrunke vp thathe is not able co reach forth 
his hand to any worke of pietie or pitty. The firſt is 
more properly the rich mans couetouſneſle; with the 
{ccond may apoore man be couctous. I amnotſo 
preciſe in my diſtinction , but that theſe two may be 
confounded; for indeed the firſt cannotbe without 
the laſt, though it be poflible the laſt may be without 
the firſt, Sothatlay both theſe together,and we hauc 
the nature of this ſinne. 14 is a# tnordinate lone of, and 
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a deſire after theſe outward things beyond the bounds of 
= ſufficiencie.Now beſides the inward, peſtlent,and ve- 
7 nomous nature thereof, there be certaine outward 
> ſympromes, in which as in ſo many plague-ſores it 
-: breakesforth anddiſcouers itſelfe. They ainong ma- 
ny others are theſe: | 
I. That Ioh.3.31.' He that is of the earth, zof the 
earth, and he ſpcakes of the earth. His breathlike a dy- 
” ingmansiscuer of a ſtrong carthy ſauour. His lan- 
> guageis, Pſal. 4. who will ſhew vs any good ? Corne 
> and wine, ſheepe and oxen, marketable and mer- 
>; chantable commodities are euermore the fubieCt of 
2 his diſcourſe. Ir is euer market, andexchangetime 
> withhim. Seldome or neuer with the vertuous wo- 
2 man,Pro. 31. doth he opex his mouth with wiſedome, 
- neither is the law of grace in hu lips. That looke as it 
is ſaid of the righteous man,Pſal.37.30.31.7hemouth 
of therighteous will ſpeakeof wiſedome, and his tongue 
2 will talke of iudgenuent , for the law of his God #s in hu 
heart, ſo mayitbe ſaid of the couetous, His mouth 
will ſpeake of worldlineſle, and his rongue will calke 
of carthlineſle, forthe loue ofhis god is in his heart, 
EZ Thereiscarth at his heart, and his very breath ſmels 
£- of ir, Their Egyptian garlicke which they haue ſwal- 
= lowed riferh intheir ftomackes , and makes them to, 
AA : Es . Nam fd facrifi- 
72 belch, and to bring vp a filthy ſtinking vnſauourie cer tmmeo 
22 breath. | _— 
> 2.Hekeepes acourt of Faculries in his confeience, qo, exo 
== hecangiue himſcife a D/enſation to be free from a- n porticiam: 
=> ny duticof Gods worſhip and feruice, ifirbetoſerne Tees pry FY 
2 his owneturne. He isnone of your preciſe Sabbata-» _ _ er 


# rians. He ſcruples notto loſe Sernons, totranell, ro divioi deſeraw. 
ſhew Plaut.inPſeudel, 


«ny WW * 
$50: 1. 
51 gy 


16 MA Counterpoyſon 4841711 conerouſneſſe. 

ſhew and ſcll his wares as well on the Sabboth as o- 
ther dayes. It is no trouble to his conſcience to bar- 
gaine and barter vpon the Sabboth as familiarly as 
vpon any other day.He eſteemes his countryChurch 
euery whit as great aconuenience as the Cirte Ex- 
change ,wherc he may meecte inany of his neighbors, 
and diſpatch many buſinefles at once withour a fur- 
ther trouble of going to their ſeuecrall houſes. 


3. He is ſometimes homo omnium artium,a man of 


many callings and profeſſions, he will haue an ironin 
euery fire, an hand incuery buſtnefle,and euecn ouer- 
loades himſelfe with a multitude of employments. 
He will needs be a temporall pluraliſt , will haue as 
many farmes as he hath fingers, will be a Miniſter and 
a Phyſition, a citie merchant,and a countrey farmer; 


and (o peſters and clogs himſelfe with a multitude of 2 
buſinefſe, that he hath butalictle time for {leepe, and 7: 


noneatall for God, but whathis couctouſneſſe to 
fauc atweluepenny mul& will affoord him. 3 


4. He is ſometimes againe a man »ul/m artis, a 
man of no calling. He giues ouer his multitude of 


farmes and employments, not our of conſcience, but W 
out of a defire of greater caſe and ſecurity. For con- i 


ſciencethough ittorbid encombrance, yer itrequires &# 
employment. But he flies from one extreame to ano- 


ther, from many callings and employments to none | 
atall, and berakes himſelfe ro a courſe wherein he W# 
may live with leſſe faith and greater ſecurity. Frow F# 


hyring of farmes he falles to letting of money,andſo Y : 


comes to be ofthe number ofthoſe men, of whom if 
tenin an bundred chance to go to heauen, yet al 
hundred to tenareſixeto go to hell, 


2. Thing, Wm 
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23  Thivgirhe danger of couerbuſneſſe; Ve liaue, 
here a double camtion againſtthis ſinne. As is the ca 
#0, ſoisthedanger, double. Yea this double cau- 
Lion implies the danger,ifnot the couble davger. This - 
finne therefore is dotibly dangerows. 

Cx. In the fornes it breedes, 
y . Inthe puniſhments it brings. 

1. For the ſxesitbreeds. Itis a mother iniquitie 
that giues life to many a foule finne. Ten Comman- 
dements,hath almighty God giuen vs, andthis is an 
vniuerſall breach, and breaker- of them all. Indeed 
there is no ſinne but irmay be ſaid to breake them all, 
for he that breakes one is guiltie of the breach of the 
whole Lay, lames 2, 10. Fenenla one linne doth pre- 


pare and habitus/ly diſpoſe the mind co any {inne.But 


this doth analy tranſgreſſe themvall. Pleaſe you in 
bricfe corunne them ouer, and ſee how. 

1. Commandement, Thou ſhalt haue none other 

 befargwe, Bur the gquetous Mammonilt be hath. Nonadoro, in- 

cle and he ſerues other gods then the God of hea- naps. an 
uen, cuen gods of rhe earth, gods of mertall, idols of nary fe 
filuer, andidols of gold. That as the Prophet com- ivcuruz? muko 
plaines ofthe lewes, Jer. 2.23. According to the num- yan, x moron | 
ber of tbycitieg arethy gods 0 Indgh , lo nay wecom- ipraHaceoim 
plaine of the couctous: According to the number of — 
his bags, nay of his pence, is the number of his idols. $,9%. a Dev. 
And thereforeno marvell that the Apoſtle, Coloſ.3. Quiaan enim 
5. calls couetouſneſle ido/atrie,and Epheſi5.5. the co- Aim megis ar. 
uetous an ;dolater.. For though he ſacrifice notbeaſts (cjum fave © 
to his idoll, yerthat which is worſe, he ſacrifices his precibus,coqui 


ſoule andhimſclfe;. and though he fall not downe Eg 


ypon his knees; and pray notto his faluer, yes as the a zpieſchanas 
| D profanc 


wy 


profane Atheiſt hath ſaid in his heart,There is 0 God, 

Pfal. 14-1: ſo the couctous Mammoniſt ſayeth in his 

heart,This is my god;he ſayeth to his wedge,Thow art 

' my confidence, Job 31. 24. And howſoeuer his coue- 

touſneſſe enioyne him ſorer and ſharper Jabor, more 

dangerous and deſperate aduentures then ever God 

- requires in his ſervice, yet is it willingly and chereful- 

ly obeyed, and obedience is _ then ſacrifice,1.Sam. 

15. 22: yeait hath both obedreFee and ſacrifice. Hab.r, 

| 16 They ſacrifice v»to their net. His golden idoll hath 

Etioter aliacius the loue, confidence, truſt, affiance,and obedience of 

"_m— . his heart; which are the things the firſt Commande- 

tur. Et Pecuoia, MENt Claimes for Gods part, The goddeſle Pecunis 

10qaiunt, voca- was ONE Of the idols of old heathen Rome, and 40- 

ure 9200 eu ey (as Auguſtine reports) was one of the many names 

magaam ratio- their Iupiter had. Euery Mammoniſt is a profeſſor of 

nem dium! 89- this paganiſh religion: if at leaſt it benot worſeto 
mins S5cd oi _. ; 

mirum boc a- QIU VNtO 97ey the worihip of God, then vnto God 

varitia Iouine= the name of »oxey. The fond Iſraclites made them an 

ons idoll ofthe Egyptians iewels, and(then danc8 about 

 pecuviam, non it, (one calfe about another) and ſacrifice vnto it, and 

ng ſay ,Theſe be thy gods 6 Iſraet. Such a calfe,ſuch a ſot is 

regemomaium *DE COUEtous ; when he hath ſcraped together the 

6bi amare vi- worlds iewels, he makes them his idols,& ſayeth in his 

—_ *22"® heart, Theſe be thy gods, 6 my ſoule,to w om thou 

logiadeberefle OWelt thy loue, ſervice and affeCftionate obedience. 

ſapicos,vbirex And ſo makes himſelfe a grofſe and notorious tran(- 


deorum e1us rei , : 
nomen accepit. greſſor of this firſt Law. | 


quam nemo [a- 2. Commandement 2 Thea ſhalt not make to thy 
Comm_ ſeife any grauen image, &c. A commandement thar 
Civit, Deich7,.c, ENLOYNes the puritic of Gods outward worſhip,com- 
TR mands maintenance, and farbideth the corruption 


thereof. 


s 
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thereof. But is this is he as foule as inthe former. This 
corruption. of the heart bath cuer bene that which. 
hath vſhered corruptions into,Gods Church & wors 
ſhip. Therefore are theſe two ioyned together. Eſay 
2. 6.7: Their land was full of [iluer and gold,and there 
Was none end of their treaſures: Their land alſo was full 
of idols, they werſhipped the worke of their owne hands, 
It is no wonder that couctouſneſle in the breach of 
the firſt, ſhould prepare and wake way for the breach 
of the ſecond Commandement in groſle idolatrie, 
Vhat made Demerrizs runne roaring andrauing a- 
bout the ſtreets of Eph:/u,and crying, Great is Diana 
of the Epheſians,burt meerly the loue of his purſe? Szrs, 
ye know that by thu craft we get our goods, and that craft 
brought ingreas gaines vnto the craftſmen It wasthe 
ercat garnethat made Diana ſo great, and made him 
make lo great noiſe for her. VVhat brought in the de- 
uice of che hooke with the three teeth, 1. Sam. 2. 13. 


bur this hooking and catching ſinne of couetoul- 


neſle ? s 
What made the Temple in our Sauiour time a de; 
of theeues ? Enen that ſinne that made the Prieſts 
theeues, the ſame ſinne that made 1udas a theefe. It 
was the couetoulneſle of the Prieſts that admitted 
. the money-changers and the oxen intothe Temple, 
They cared not with what corruption they filled 
Gods houſc,ſo that they might thereby fill their owne 
houſes and purſes. Bur this is moſt cleare inthe Ro- 
miſh Synagogue, which hath hewne outthe princi- 
pall pillars of her ſuperſtition out of this rocke of co- 
uctouſnes. Purgatory ,lubilces,Indulgences,all theſe 
Came out of 1udac his bag, all coffer and kitchin do- 
| D 3  riaes. 
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ines. The do@rine of the Church treaſure in the 
inerits of ſyperercgaring Saints, a meere deuiceto 
bring treaſure into their Church.Maſles tor the dead, 
an inuenti© to bring in maſſes of wealth to the liuing, 
Praying for the dead a very tricke toprey vpon the It 
uing. And whar turned the keyes of rhe Church into 
picklockes, or picke-purſes rather, but their abomina- 
ble couctouſneſſe 2 Egges of the ſame cockatrice, 
brats of the ſame hag , are ſteeple and temple broke- 
rage, abſolution for ſolutions, impropriations , ten- 
pound reading ſtipendaries that haue leſle learnin 
then they hauc living , ſacrilegious detention , an 
fraudulent purloyning of the Church ſalary. Couc- 
rouſneſſe brought in, and couerouſnefle holds in 
theſe plague-fores and botches of the Church. 
It was not fornothing therefore that when the di- 
uvell would haue wrought our Yaujour toidoJarric, 
* that he firſt of all labouredto poylon him with coue- 
rouſneſle, thinking to make couctouſneſle his ſhoo- 
inghorne to igolatric. Herakes him vp into an high 


mountaine , from thence ſhewerh him all the king- 


» doms ofthe world with the glory of them,& all thele 
will he giue him if he will fall down and worſhip him. 


The diuell knowes it is cafie to draw on an heart cor- 


ruptedwith couctouſnes,tothe moſt corrupt worſhip 
that may be. And though the diuel ſped not with our 


Sautour, yet with Demas he did,who,if Darothews be 


_ of any credit,turned from the faith of Chriſt to be an 
[doll Prieſt of Theſſalonica. A foule, a fearefull fall. But 
whence mighthe take it? Pau/tels vs, 2.Tim.4.10.De- 
ma hath forſaken me, and hath embraced this preſent 
world. How eafle is itto make him the diucls Prieſt, 
thatis once Memmons Chaplaine? What religion or 


falſe 


falſe worſhip will not that maniembrace, that hath 
once embraced this world? The world is like the 
whores of Miaian, with whom noſooner an 1/raelite 
can be familiar , bur he ſhall be entifedto theſacrifi- 
ces of the dead, tothe ſacrifices of Baal-Peor.To mar- 
 riethe daughterof aſtrange god is agrofletranſgreſ- 
- fionof this Law. And yet how many ſticke not to 
wed tothe Canaanites, &ſo get not thornes intheic 


': fides, butintheirconſciences , and all becauſe their 
> heartsarefirſt wedded ro the world? 
CRE Commandement, Thou fhilt not take the name 
27 of the Lord thy God inwvaine. Alas, the couerous man 
2} thinkesthis avery vaine Commandement. Now fic 
2 vponluchpreciſcnefſe. What ! may nor a man for 
> his aduantage, to put off his commodity , helpe him 
- felfenowandthen with an oaths He thinketh this 
- needleſle ſcupuloſitie. Nay and yet behold a worſe 
: abomination then this. Paw/ callcth coucrouſneſle, 
> Ccoloared couctouſneſſe, orthe cloke of courtoaſneſſe, TI. 
- Theſf.2.5. Now though inthe former Commande- 
 menticſticketh not for gaine to corrupt religion,yet 
- here for aduantage it will paint with ac pur 
> onarcligious cloke or habire. Thus did the couerous 
> Phariſes prophane Gods holy name, while they de- 
*2 uourcd widdowes houſes vnder the colour of long 
> prayer, Math. 23.14. There was couctouſneſſe colou- 
> red with religion, Certainly Gods holy name is not 
> moreabuſedby profane couctouſneſfe, when it wuſt 
> bemadcabrokertohelpe off baſe commodiries,then 
> itisbyſecming-religious couctouſneſſe , when men 
2 wſercligion for a ſtluer hook, &profeſſe it as the She- 
>} cemitesreceived circumciſion, Gen. 34.23. Shallnot 
ALS; 


their flockes, and their ſubſtance, and all their cattell be 
| D 3 ours? 
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22 MA Counterpoyſon agarnſt conetouſneſſe. 
ours? So, ſhallnot their cuſtome and their counte+ 
nance be ours ? Onely let vs make a ſhew of their re 
ligion , for this is a maine principle in a couetous 
mans Carechilme, that gaine # godlineſſe,r.Tim.6.5, 
and therefore cares not to make a ſhew of godhneſſe 
to bringin g4/me: that ſo in aprofaneſence he may 
ſay with hiniſelfe,Goa/rneſſe(pretended)s great gaire. 
But ſuch with the Phariſes ſhall recciue the greater 
damnation. 


4. Commandement, Remember tho keepe holy the> | T 


Sabboth day. The couctous man is of Pharaohs reli. 
gion. He thinkes religion maketh men idle. The 

ple are idle , therefore they crie, Let vs go ſacrificeaith 
Pharaoh, Exod. 5. The couetous man thinketh: the 
reſt ofthe Sabboth to be bur idleneſſe. Iris a day loſt 
ina wecke, ſcucn weckes and an halfe in a yeare. Oh 
how it grudges the wretch to ſpare God ſo much 
time! Thereforethey crie, Amos 8. 5. when willthe_ 
Sabboth be gone that we may ſell corne?Nay he hath not 
the patience now to ſtay ſolong. He cries not now, 
When ...ull the Sabboth , but when will the Sermon be 
done? Couetouſneſle was modeſt in Amos his dayes, 
it would then ſtay marketting till the Sabboth were 
done. It is now growne more profligate and impu- 
dent, and dares impropriate as Gods #ezthes in the ſe- 
cond, fo Gods /eeuenths in the fourth Commande- 
ment. VVhat makes many keepe their Sabboths in 
their ſaddles, and not ſomuch as to keepe Sabbatum 
a/inoram in the barereſt from labour, but their cou 
couſneſſe> Whar is the reaſon that many Lawyers 
chambers are in Sabboth afternoones better filled 
wich Clicnts,then many countric Churches are with 


| people, 
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 people,bur couetouſneſſe? This,this is that finnethar 
turneth Gods Sabboths into Sabbatum Tyrithe Sab- 
| both of Tyrus,Nehe. 13.16. that brought fith andall 
' wares, and ſold on the Sabboth.leruſalem was troubled 
with fiſh-merchants on the Sabboth. \And man 

'townes andcitics in this kingdome are troubled with 
fleſh-merchants, wine-merchants,ale and beere-mer- 
.chants, cup and tap-merchants ; and what breedeth 
theſe KA 5 nas but couetouſneſle ? He that is 
greedie of gaine troublesnot onely his owne hoyſe,burt a 
'whole towne, a whole citie. And was it better in this 
your honourable Citie till your worthy Nehemiahs 
oppoſed theſe Tyrian Sabbatarians, & ſerthemſclues 
religiouſly and zealouſly ro the ſuppreſſion of Mam- 
mons folemne ſeruice in the publike ſhambles , and 
private temples of Bacchus? Now honoured be their 
memories thac firſt begun that good worke, and no 
lefle theirs that do and ſhall continue it. What grea- 
ecr honourcan this renowned See,and famous Citic 
have, then in their ioynt care and zcale to preſerue 
Gods holy Sabboths from thoſe foule profanations 
which couetouſnefle and the loue of filthy lucre hath 
inuented>Thoſc Iewes, Amos 8.cryed, When will the 
Sabboth be gone that we may ſel/?there was ſome kinde 
ofhoneſty yetin their couctouſnefſe. Bur there is a 
broode now that crie, When will the Sabboth come, 


"that we may (ell ale, beere, and tipling commodities? 


They long for the Sabboth , not that chey might en- 
toy Godin the publike aſſemblies of his Saints , but 
that the fonnes of Bel;a/ may haue their aſſemblies, 
and guzzeling Randevous intheir houſes andcellars. 


Now compare the finne of 21s his times _— 
ne 


| 24 i 11492) erpe of "FT, 1,F7 VT, ours; Ee. 
{inne of ours,andit is butlight in compariſon of ours, 
They broke the Sabborh bur in thought and defire, 
in word at molt; but our men grolly profane it by 
making it both Sabatum Tyri, and Sabbatum Bacchi 
at once, a marketting anda iunketring,, a ſclling and 
a {willing day both. And yet as light as their ftn was, 
ſce whar an heauic threatnivg is denounced againſt 
them, Am. 8.8. Shall zot the land tremble for thu, and 
euery one mourne that dwells therein? And ſhall the 
landtremble for the lighter, and not much more for 
the heauier ſinne £ How great cauſe baue we to beg 
of God togiue all ſuch whom it concerneth { whe- 
ther gouernours ofthe Church, or commonwealth) 
zeale and reſolution to maintaine Gods honour in 
this point? that in ſtead of trembling and mourning 
there may be 1oy and rejoycing to all good beartsin 


the flouriſhing of Gods ordinances.Let me adde one 
thing that may adde encouragemet to this work. Ne- 
hemiah aſter the report of his carc for the Sabboths 


reformation,praycth on this maner, verſe 22.Rc-mem- 
ber me 0 God concerning this. Lay Nehemiahs Mements 
to Gods Memento, lay Gods commandement & Ne - 

hemiahs prayer together: Remember thou keepe holy 
the Sabboth, ſaith God; Nehemiah remembers it,and 
then praycth, Reyember me 0 God, They with com» 
fort and confidence may pray to God to Remember 
them, who with courage and conſcience Remember 
him and his Sabborhs. But if we forger his Sabboths, 
then God hath ſworne by the excellencie of Iaacob, Surely 
be will neuer forget any of theſe workes, Amos 8,7. 

5. Commandement, Honour thy father and thy me 


- ther. That which Moſes ſpeaketh of Lew ina good 


ſence, BE 


A Counterpoyſon againſt Conttonſnelſe— 125 
EZ ſence,Deut.33.9. He ſeid to his father and mother, 1 
EE have not ſcene him, may be ſaidof himin an ill ſence: 
= Hehathanculll, a blinde eye, that will not ſee, and a 
deafe carethat will not heare, when parents neceſſi- 
Z tics crauerelicfe and ſuccour. He thinketh it 10 fr anſ- 
= gre/iontorob father and mother, Pro. 28.24. Nay, he 
thinkerh ir no. tranſgreſſion to ſterue father and mo- 
= ther.Ic was the Phariſes diuinitie, Matth. 15. 4.5.6. It 
2 wasno matter how empty the parents bellies were,ſo 
| their Corbay were filled. As if ſo be the ſmell and_ 
ſmoke ofcheſacrifice were ſufficient to fat them. This 
ſinne was beforenoted to bea ſigne of a reprobare 
ſence, Rom. 1.29. and well itmay,for verſe 30. ano- 
ther ſigne is,1ithout natural! affettion. Enen this ſinne 
ſtupifies the bowels of nature, and maketh men deny 
= that debt which God, and euen corrupt nature doth 
call for. This is that ſinne that made the heathen long 
= ſince complaine of thoſe vngracious births that Filivs antediem 
= thought-rhcir lives roo long * 2s whom they had Paton inane 
- their liues. 04, ſaith good _udoraham, that Iſmael 
= might line in thy fight. But many a couetous 1/mel 
= ſpeaketh like a profane Efaz, Ol that the dayes of my 
== fathers mourning were come, not that he would 
' mourne,but onely as heires vie to do whoſe tearcs WE Heredislackry- 
3 know are growne prouerbiall. - mz. 
6. Commandement, Thou ſhalt not kil/. But couc- 
22> touſneſle is acut-throate,a bloud-ſucking horſeleech. 
> To thar height often groweth the thirſt afcer gold, 
- = thatitmaketh men thirſt afrer bloud. One ofthe Pro- 
2. phets calleth Babel, gold-rhir/tie Babel. And all that 
= know Babel know her to haue beneno leſle blood-thir- 
+> ficthen goldthirſty.Yeaſheis _ for Ma 5% 
9s 
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26 «(AM Counterpoyſon againſt cogetouſneſſe. ” 
8. 9. This S4/omonnoterb,Pro,1.11.12.13- Come with 1% 
vs, we will ley waite for bloud, and lie priutly for the ins | 
yocent without a cauſe , we will ſwallow them vp alim © 
like 8 graue, euen whole as theſe that go aowne into the -: 
pit; we ſhall finde all preciows riches and fill ow houſes 
with ſpoile. And verſe 19. Suchare the wayes of euery 
one that #4 greedie of gaine , he would take away the life x 
of the owners thereof. Theretore,Ezek.2 2.1 3. Couetouſ. _ 
xe/ſe and bloud are ioyned together. Ahab will have 
NX abeths vineyard, or he will haue his bloud. tada 
was both couetors and a wurtherer , and therefore a * 
murtherer becauſe couetons. He ſold not his maiſter + 
ſo much our of an hatred of him, as originally out of **: 
the loue of the thirtic peeces. Couctouſneſle is a 
bloudy ſinne, and if the hands be not defiled with | 
bloud, iris the law and not conſcience that kcepett 
them cleane. fs 
7. Commandement , Thou ſhalt not commit adul- 
terie.\Wharlicenſeth the publicke ſtewes at Rome,and =”. 
thoſe ſtyes of Curtezans but the Popes Corbaw, and i; 
the bugereuenew of crownes they bring tothe Popes #7 
purſe? Itis the inordinate deſire after gaine that foun- Þ* 
deth that beſtiall abomination of brothelry. Ir is not þ. © 
ſomuch the luſt of the fleſh, as the luſt of the eyes, 7 
that cauſeth ſuclr to be giuen ouer to that brutith- os 
neſle. How many violate Tow matrimoniall faith and - 
chaſtite,and the couenant of their God.allured more 
with the adulterers purſe, then with his perfon? How _ 
many a cbaft Pane admitteth an adulterous lupiter *: © 
defcending in a golden ſhowre 2 How many vnchaſt 
perfons force themſclues toa fingle life meerly to a | 
uoyde the charges of martied condition, and lie 
frying "3 
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A Counterpoyſor againſiConereaſneſſes 27 
frying mrthe flames of their owne ſcorching concu- 
piſcence, and ſo do offer vp themſelues vnto Moheh, 
in the fire oftheir burning luſts? | 
8, Commandement, Thou ſhalt not ſteale. Burt as 
the world hath ſtolen his heart from God, ſo ſticks 
2+ henotto ſteale from men. This Commandemient 
2 makes him an arranttheefe. Judas is called a rheefe, 
Yoh.t2 6. and why a #heefe, but becauſe he was cone- 
* tow? Therefore our Sauiour (Mark.7. 22.) ioynes 
27 thefts and conetouſnes; and Paul, 1.Cor. 6.10.joynes 
= trheeues and courctous perſons together, as neare and 
+> neighbouring ſinners. Falſe dealzng, it is a breach of 
=} this commandement,itis a fruite ot this ſin. Ier.6.13. 
2: Emeryone is ginen to-couetouſnes : they all deale falſly. 
2: Oppreſ/ion,it is a breach ofthis commandement,it is a 
= fruite of this fin. Prov.28.16. A Prince deſtitute of 
': wnaerſlanding #54 great oppreſſor , but he that hates 
22 couctouſneſle ſh:ll prolong his dayes. See how ogpreſ” 
=”. fon and the hatred of conctouſneſſe are oppoſed, 

Fs We haue here a whole crowd of abominations 
all forbidden in this law,as defrauding,ouerreaching, 
colining one another in mutuall commerce, in buy- 
ing and ſelling, extortion, incloſures,depopulations, 
facriledge, impropriations, detention of the Jabou- 
rers wages, engroſlers, corne-hoorders, thoſe Mer- 
catores humanarum calars:tatum , together with that 
foule-fangd ſin of vſury, that indeed now bites no 
longer, bur is turned Ewering wolfe, that ſwalloweth 
> the bones, and leaues not till the morrow. And 
2: whence, thinke ye, come theſe litters of ſhakes and 
- + vipers?Lo, this is the dunghill in which they breed: 
A couctous heart is the wombe that conceiues 
E 3 them, 
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them, the mother that giues breath and being ts =Y 


them all. rg | 

9. Commandement, Thow ſhalt not beare falſewit. 
neſſe againſt thy neighbour. Bur as in the former he * 
ſcrupled not at falſe dealing, ſo neither inthis ſtickes | 


he at falſe accuſing. Therfore Luk. 3. 1ohn ioynes theſe 
two together, Accuſe no man falſly, and be content with "8 


your wages. Not tobe content, is a fruite of coue- | 
couſneſle; and he that is couctouſly inclined,will not * 
ſticke,in hope of gaine, to ſtraine ſo farre as a falſe 
accuſation comes to. Flatterers they fin againſt this | 
commandeient, and WE atbett reacherth men | 
co flatter, Iude 16. hoſe mouthes ſpeake proud things, 
hauing mens perſons in admiration for aduantage. Co- 
uetouſneſſe makes men flatter in hope of gaine, as 
dogs fawne for cruſts. Knights ofthe Poſt with their 
hackney conſciences, what breeds thoſe helliſh mon: 
ſters bur this monſter of couetouſneſſe? What makes 
many Lawyers make ſo lttle conſcience of pleadin 

fora _— or againſt a good cauſe, manifcl 
tranſgreſſions ofthis law, but becaufe they ſee their 
Clients come to them, as Balaks meſſengers to Ba- 
laam,with the reward of diuination in their hands?The 


deceit of Balaams wages makesthem they care not to 


what Balak they do retaine. 


10.Commandement,Thou ſbalt not couct thy neigh- 


bours houſe, &c. What may a man haue that he co- © 
uets not? Were his hands as nimble as his thoughts, 
he muſt live like another 442m in the world by Pim. 
felfe, no man neare him, no man with him. He hath 
a chymicall heart ofhis owne. In his wiſhes he tur- 
gcth all into gold, He wiſheth the whole earth had 
bene 
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A Counterpoyſon agzinſt Conetruſnee, 19 
bene mines and Indies. He cannot looke vpon hea-'Non aſpicit cv. 
uen, which yet one would thinke might pur him by um tanquam 
his carthly thoughts, but with awiſh it were gold too. — om- 
He is iuſt like the Cardinals of Pope Bexedit? the 12. pecunias.clnyſ; 
who being thereunto moued, refuſed to make more © r4mm.s. 
Cardinals, 'vnlefle he could withall make another 
world, for this was fearce ſufficient (ſaid he) for his 
Cardinals tn preſent being.He could find in his heart 
with Alexander to weepe hearrily that there are nbr, 


x 


and that he enioyes not more worlds.” -/ 


Bur eſpecially if we take the zffrreatine' of this 
commandernenc as fome, to be Contentment with 
a mans condition, then is there no man a more dire& 
tranſpreſſor then is the conetaus,who out of a diſc6- 
rent with [is owneeſtate as notſufficient, enlargerh 
his defires as hell,to cover his neighbours houſe,oxe, 
afſe, feruant, ſubſtance, goods, lands, or whatſoeuer 


elſe is his. | 
Thus we fee the firſt part of this'42»ger, andhave 
found the couctous a tranſpreſſor of every of Gods 
lawes. Go now, go ſilly ſoules,and fondly bleffe your 
ſfelyes , andrhinke your cafe good becauſe you are 
free from the blacke crimes and foule finnes of the 
world, andchatyou haue'no' other fine, you hope, 
bur onely you are a little' couetoas. None other? 
Thou needeſt not, that art guilcie of it. This is a ſe- 
minary of all fins, this breakes all Gods lawes / Fhere 
1sno villanie, no impietic,no/iniquitic to which this 
may not diſpoſe chine-heart and hand. ' It iseaſfie ro 
make a couerons man-an' Atheiſt; a Papift, a periu- 
rer, aprofaner of Gods Sabboths, an iron-boiweld 
. wretch, amurthierer, an adulterer, a thecfe; afalſe 
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39 OLA Conmterpoyſon againſt Conetouſneſſe, 
witneſſe, or wharſocucr elle the diuel} will. 

2. Theſecond danger followes, and that is in the 

puniſhments which ic brings. 

Heavie and wofull are thoſe indgements which 
Gods threatens againſt this ſinne. wo wats them that 
royne houſe unto houſe, Ia. 5.8. Wo wnto him that in. 
creaſes that which is not his , Hab. 2. 6. wo untohin 
that conets an euill coutton(ne[ſe veto his houſe, Hab.2.9, 
Sec how God thunders out woes thicke and three- 
fold againſt this fin. Indeed the couetowus bleſſeth bim- 
ſelfe,Þlal. 10.3. but in the fame Pſalme and verſe, the 
Lord abhorres him. Yea he ſo abhorres him, that he 
cuen ſmites his hands at him,Ezek.22.13.7 hawe ſmit- 
ters mine hands at thy diſhoneſt gaineH. Yea he lo ab- 
horres him,thathe not oncly {mites his hands at him, 


bur ſmites at him with his hands, Ifa. 57. 17. For his 7 


wicked couetouſneſſe I am angry with him, and have) | 
ſmitten him, Bur ſee we link in particular what 
thoſe puniſhments are wherewich God {mites him. | 
1. Godoften ſmites him in his body. That hunger, ? 
and hardſhip, and reſtleſneſſe wherewithK& es | 
and weares out his poore carkaſle,is bur a Whip o 


owne making, but God alſo laſhes and ſcourges him | Ys 


with his ſcorpions: Iob 20:20, Surely he ſhall find m | 
quietneſſe in his belly. What got Gehex; by bis rich * 
bootic?The plague of leproſic vpon his bodice, 2.Kin, + 
5.27. What got CMehas by his great prize? A great 
heape of ſtones vpon his bodie, Ioſh.7. 26. So Bu 
laemgot aſwordin his bowels, and Judas an halter a 
bout his necke, the gaines of many acorne-hoorder, 
andthe iuſt end ofmany a wretched oppreſſor. And 
what got Lxerizs and Sapphiraby their proie,but |... 
| af 


A Counterpoyſon again} Comtouſneſſe, yu 
a miſerable and fidden end ? He that hages conetouſs 
neſſe, ſhallprolong his dayes,Prou.28.16. but theſe had 
their dayes ſhorrened for this finne.Many a faire day 
might they haucliued, if they had kept themſelues 
free from this foule ſinne. Now let 14da while he 
ſwings in his halter, boaſt of his thirtie peeces. Now 
ler Balazmboaſt of his wages. The reward of diuina- 

tion was ſweete in his eye, bur let him tell vs how 

ſiweete is the l{raclires ſword in his bowels. Now Ge- 
hez1 go blefle thy ſelfe with thy calent of filuer, and 
thy two changes of raiment , but yet tell vs wherher 
is better the body or raiment? So iuſt it is,that he that 
will couet Naamans ſtluer, Naamans raiment,ſhould 
be clothed , ſhould be plagued with XN zamans le- 
prolic. | 
2. God ſmites him in his goods. And that which: is 
his god, his heauen, his happinefſe , God makes a 
curſe, a croſle, a plague vnto him. God plagues him 
in his goods, either in denying him the vie, or in de- 
priving him ofthe poſſeſhon of them. | 
r. Indenying him the vſe of them, Ecclef. 6.2.God 
giues hin not power to eate thereof. All the vſe he hath 
of his riches, is but 70 behold thems with his eyes, Eccl. 
5.10. Theplague of the Prince of Samaria is vpon 
him, who faw great plentie and abundance , but 
might not taſte ofit, All the good he hath of his ri- 
ches, is but for his eye. His backe and his belly are 
oft in his greateſt abundance pinched and pinedzand 
that pleaſure which his eye hath, is bur a miſerable 
pleaſure too; for the eye 75 not ſatisfied with /iluer, Ec. 
cleſ.4.8. They are but Homines ad metalls demnatt, 
no berterthenthe miſerable Indians,worne ont inthe 
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ad. I A Counterpryſon againſt Couttouſnee. 


Grio fic ei ma- mines vnder'Spaniſh tyranny. Their erinke increas. + 


ior acceſio (oc their thirſt, their riches their povertie, theic abuny 
paupertaris. Na 


quo plurs ac- dance their want. lob 20.22.11 the fulneſſe of his ſuf 71 
ceſſcrit;co jlura ficiexcie he ſhall be in ſtraits, even in ſtraits of want in BT 
coxcupr'etto the mid(t of his fulnefſe. And herein is the couetougs 


1u0 ergo lura . 
pr_ the moſt miſerable of ſinners. For other ſinners yet, 


magis fitpzu- rhough they loſe the pleaſures ofthe life ro come,yer 
andy. vn do they enioy ſomekind of pleaſure in this life : bug 
cit pauperior the couetous, as God will d-priuc him of the future, 
<t.Quam'©'8 ſo he depriucs himſeltc of the preſent warld , and fo 
habeat non eſt enioyes neither. "4 

valde mendicus, 2, But it may be, the foole thinkes this no miiery; 
rap mon ans God thercfore depriues him of the poſſeſſion, and 
aille acceperit ſtrips him cleane of all his goods. God hath a worme 


cum mags fie 1.5 ſfnite their gourds,, he hath vermine ro confume 7 
pauper, Non c - 


aplius mille ve their anna garhered and hoorded vp againſt his 


prius,e4decem commandement, This fin leaues a mans whole ſub- 
millum le dicit 


bowexide pleca ſtance with Gods curſe, which ſhall make his bagges 


Chyſad 1.cor. like his deſires, botrowmlefle, and ſo ſhall all run out, 

bom-T4- x; 10Þ 20-20-21. He ſhall not [ant of that which he deſired, 
of o& evkeoreZice : + : 

Zo un mira, 151 There ſhall none of his meate be left there/ore ſhill no man 

Fe rims. Jooke for his goods. The couctous man hath many a 

w_ wiv one that gapes afterhis goods, but God often-de- 
v uwerChryſoſt. Þ » i . | - 

«d 1.Cor.bom.1 5 CCIueS and diſappoints them all; his goods are often 

Eciamaſf cellz gone before himſelfe. He hath ſwallowed downe riches, 


— penanzimp®= p, all vomite them Up agarne, God ſhall caft them out 


fucns claucm, 


6 oftum,G6re- of his belly, Job 20.15, Greedy gourmandizing tren- * 
9c err chermen,thatſwallow their mcate downe whole,and © 
auaritiam peſſi. 2S Neuer knowing when they have enough, do ſtill - 


a laronem layin and lay on ,. do ſo oppreſle their ſtomackes, 
rene, that nature is faine to ſgeke its owne eaſe by vomi- 
omaia expor= UNg. VV Den men will be rich,and cannot waite God 

Fare, 1@,1h3d, n | leiſurely 


ACounterptyſon againſt conttouſneſſes 33 
leiſurely diſtribution , and neuer know when th 
haue enough,but with Behemth thinke to draw vp 
lordan into their iawes; they do fo oppreſle them- 
ſclues, that God giueth their eſtate a vomit, and cau- 
leth thele greedy guts to regurgitate thoſe morſel!s ſo 
raucnouſly deuoured. Excellent is that place, Ter. 17. 
11. He ſhall leane bu riches en the middett of his dayes. 
It is an hell ro him to leaue his riches inthe end of his 
dayes, but God will bring him carly to his hell, He 
ſhall leaue them in the middeſt of his dayes. But what 
ſhall become of him then in the end of his dayes?The 
words following tell vs, Ld at hu end he ſhall be a 

vole, God will makehim apooreman, and a foole 
both . He ſhall loſe both his wealth and his wits; for 
whoſe wits would not cracke to loſe his god? God 
i5 iuſt, and therefore maketh them a prey vnto others 
who haue preyed vpon others. Sce Hab.2.6.7.8. wo 
unto him that increaſeth that which not his: how lone? 
ant to him that loadeth himſelfe with thicke clay, Shall 
they not riſe vp ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee? and awake 
 thatſhallvexethee? and thou ſhalt be their prey. Becauſe 
= thou haſt ſpoyled many nations all theremnant of the peo- 
= ple ſhall ſpoyle thee. God will ſpoyletheſe ſpoylers,and 
= hewhich hath bene predo mrrorts, ſhall himſelfe be 
preda matoris, as Auguſtineſpeaketh. lo Pll.z8, 
3- God ſmiteth himin his poſterity and children. 
He cares not to depriue himſe}te of an inheritance in 
heauen , and all tolcave his chadren an inheritance 
onearth. What maketh him lay about him?what ma- 
keth him thus take on? He is deſirous to raiſe his 
houſe, ro make his children gentlemen,men of place 


and regard. Buralas he deceiverh himſclle, and the 
F iſſue 


34 CA Conmerpoyſon againſt Conetouſne(/e. 

ifſue befooleth him. As the father was a rich begger, 
ſo the children proue poore gentlemen. Couetouſ- 
neſſe raiſeth not , but ruines houſes, Hab. 2.9.10, #1 
wnto him that cuts an euill courtouſneſſe to his houſe, 
For he thatis greedy of gaine raiſeth not, but rreubleth 
his houſe. He covcteth an euill couetouſneſle ro his 
houſe, that is, by his.couctouſneſſe he bringeth euill 


' vpon his houſe. But whateuill? verſe 10.Thou haſt com 


ſuited ſhame to thine owne houſe, not honor not great- 
nefle, but ſhame, cuenthe ſhame of beggery,and the 
ſhame ofruine, and a diſhonourable downfall. Co- 
uetouſneſle leaucth the children heires of a curſe as 
well as of goods, for his goods are an execrable thing, 
accurſed goods. The leprofic of N aaman clave not Þ 
onely to Gehezz, but ro him axd to hu ſeed for ener, 2, | 
King. 3.27. Whar got Gehezzes ſced and poſterity by j 
their F thers couctouſneſſe > What other heredita- 


ments they got I wot not, ſure I am they gor a filthy 


hereditary leproftc. For Geheztes coucrouineflle is his 
ſeed plagued with leprofie. For many a couetous fa- 
thers finne is bis poſterity plagued with beggery. He 
hath not power to eate of his owne goods, Eccl. 6.2.1 
bur the more he ſpareth, the more his child heires.S0 
wouldonethinke indeed, bur yer it proues otherwiſe; 


fornothischilde , but a ſtranger eateth thereof. I but D 2 
what becomes ofhis children then > Either taken a» ® 


way with fifh-hookes , Amos 4.2. a fitplague for the *# 
fathers ſinne; or elſe, Iob 20.10. His children ſhall flat- © 
ter the poore.See what his gentlemen come to. To that : 
miſerable baſe beggery ſhall they come , that they 
ſhall be glad to flatter a meane man for an alines, and 
faune vpon a poore manfor acruſt. How ordinarily 
is 


A Counterpoyſon againſt Conttonſneſes 25 
is prodigality heirero couetouſneſle ? and the prodi- 
gall heire ſcattering that in a few dayes that the coue- 
rous father was gathering many yeares, howquickly 
is he brought to the trough > how ſoone brought to 
fatter and taune for huskes and hogs meate? Oh con- 
ſider chis you that colour this iniquity with the com- Nuli parcere 
plexion of honeſt care for your children , I intreate thelauriscadu- 
you as Jeb did his wite, lob 19. 17. euen for the chil- —_— _ 
arens [ſake of your ovwne bodies to take heed and beware imaginepicratis 
of couctouſneſle. As you fearethe leproſic of Gods gee pecuns 
curſe, and the canker of his vengeance vpon your Genes Dake. 
children,ſo take heede of leauing them hcires effach re le volunt, & 
poods as couctouſneſle hath ſcraped together. Leauc _ _ 
them heires of ſuch goods as withall they may be videantur erua- 
heires of Gods blefling. Take heed of tranſmitting 0- 1< bowines 


A z od rer 
uerto them ſuch a cankredinheritance as may difin. 1/9: .P"v* 


herit them of all. Wete it not that couetouſneſſe ma- vant. Augu/?. de 
keth men without naturall affe&ion, I ſhould hope £54 £12. 


K , Fils mes (er- 
this argument might preuaile. he a 

4. Bur yetthe worſt danger of all is yet behind. Tf pictaris, excula- 
Godin his patience do forbeare intheſe, yetin the 77 jv ping. 
fourth place without faile will God plague him in his Habeco filios 


= /eule. Itis a ſoule-plaguing finne,not onely in regard 4wbuslabo- - 


: x . rem. Ns eſt hoc 
of the inward tortures and cares wherewithall his g1;0; .mare (9 


ſoule is ſo diſtracted, that the abundance of the rich will potius necare. 
not ſuffer him to [leepe, Eccl.5.12: Noryet in regard prog _ 
of the continuall torment his inſatiable defires pur f1jrui,nolo fc 
him to, whereby he is like a man ſicke of the dogged providezs. 14. 
appetite, euer in hunger and thirſt withour ſatisfa- **4* 
ion; and his vexation little eaſier then therichglur- 
tons in hell; who was cuerin a burning defire after 
that drop of water which ſhould ncuer be granted 

F 2 him. 


36 A Counterpoyſon againſt conetouſneſſe. 

him. Not onely m theſe, butin a farre worſe reſpe& 

is it a ſoule-plaguing ſinne , in that it excludeth the 

ſoule from God and heauen. Hab.2.10. Thou haſt ſin- 

ned againſt thine owne ſoule. Whercin? In difinhert 

ting it ofncauen. Epheſ: 5.5. The courtous man hath mw FR 

inheritance inthe kinggome of Chriſt,and of God.He that bp 
Vis eſſehzres is thus greedic of inheritance on earth, yet loſeth all 3 
terre, ſedoon jnheritance in heauen. 1.Cor.6.9.10. Know ye not that 
as ran the unrighteons ſhall not inherit the kingdome ? Be not x 
Studium ponis deceiued; nerther theeues, nor conetous ſhall inherit the 
nalijsrelin- þ;2240me of God, Indeed rhe couetous bleſſeth him | 
quas hxredita* ,- ,,f k 
emecipſm felte, Pal. 10. 3. and withno leſſethen the hopes of 
autem priue?? heauen, buthe i deceined. For what is the hope of the hy- 
ad tat EP». pocrite though he hath gained , when God takes away hit 

ſoul? Tob 27.8. How ſhould this awaken men 20 take 

heed and beware? What though thougaine the whole | 

world by thy couctous courſes, yet what ſhall it ad- 

uantagethce fo gaine the whole world, and to loſe thine 

owne ſoule? He that purchaſeth the whole world with 

the price and loſſe of his ſoule,will find but a biring & 

a ſmarting bargaine of it. He muſt needs be a loſer by 

the bargaine, for he loſeth God, heauen, happineſſe, 

his ſoule and himſelfe. Among all thy gaines thou art 

ſure to haue hell into the bargaine. Whar euverthou 

gaineſt, Satan will be ſure to gaine thy ſoule. _ 

Now then, © thou couetous man, be pleaſedalit* i 

tleto looke ouer theſe Items, and ſumme vp thy | 

gaines. Auarus ſemper inrationibus: A couctous man 

1s much in his counting houſe. Among other thine 

accounts beſogoodas to looke ouer this. /nprim 

by thine axpectiion fraudulent and falſe dealing,thou 

aaſt gotten ſo many pounds, tems by thine vſury and 
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Connterpoyſon againſt couetouſneſſe. 37 
extortion ſo many hundreds. 1tem by thy bribery fo 
many thouſands. Well, what is the whole ſumwe?The 
rorall ſumme is, the curſe of God vpon thy body, the 
curſe of God vpon thy good's, the curſe of God vpon 
thy children, the curte of Gods eternall vengeance 
vpon thy ſou/e.Now in good ſooth,andarenor theſe 
goodly gaines! would they not ſet any mans teeth on 
watcring 2 Yea but it may be theſe are bur idle ſcar- 
crowes, the figments of Preachers idle braines. No, 
no. God hath {worne twice in one prophecy, Amos 
4-2. Amos 8.7. to make them good. God can no 
more be forſworne then he can ceafſe to be God. If 
he do forbeare the inflitionof the remporall plagues, 
yer ſhall it be abundantly recompenced in the heauy 
weight ofeternall torment. 

Andchus haue we ſcene the double danger of this 
finne , which may both ſerue to verificthe Apoſtles 
ſaying, 1.Tim.6.10.That the deſire of money is the roote 
of alleuill, of all euill both of ſinne and punrfoment, as 
alſo to terrific our dead hearts, and make them awake 
to take heed and beware of courtouſneſſe. 

The third thing followeth. The remeates and pre- 
| ſeruatiues. What are wethe better roknow our dil- 
| eaſe and the danper thereof, vnlefſe we know the 
remedies withall > The remedies therefore are 
theſe. | | 
1. That which we find, 1. Ioh. 5. 4. This « the v4. 
Etory that ouercometh the world, een our faith. Faith 0- 
uercometh not onely the feare of the worldin threat- 
ning, butthe loue ofthe world in cntifing. The roote 
of this roote of all cuill is commonly difftidence and 
diſtruſt in Gods all-ſufficient prouidence, This ma- 

F 3 keeh 


as «A Connterpoyſon againſt ContFouſneſſe, 

keth men ſo greedily and eagetly prouide for them- 

ſclues, becaulc diſtruſtfully rhey imagine thar they 

areleft to the wide world, as ſhiftleſſe and fatherieffe KE 

children. So much implicth our Saujours ſpeech, ® 

verſc 28, of this Chapter : How much more will hey ® 

cloath you 0 ye of little faith? Our great cares come | 

from our /ittle faith. Greater faith wouldlefſen our | 

cares. This remedie Paul teacheth Trmothbie, 1. Tim, 

6. 11. O man of God flie theſe things, namely thoſe foo- 

liſh and woyſome luſts which drowne men in deſtry- 

ion and perdition rifing from the loue of money, | 

But how may we flic ther? Follow after righteouſ- 

neſſe; godlineſle, fa;th. Theſoule in which this grace 

hath reſidence, ſhall find it an heauenly amulct or 

plague-cake to defend it from the poyſon of this 

finne. For faith not onely parifies tbe heart , and fo 

urgeth out this droſlc,but it alſo ſat:5ferh rhe heart, 

by making God its portion whereby the infinite de 

fire of the foule is filled , which nothing can ſatisfie 

bur the fruition of the infinite God. He alone that 

fillech heauen and earth and all things therein, he 

alone can fill the boundleſle deſires of the ſoule.One- 

ly faich maketh him ours, Andthe foule having made 

God hers by faith , ſhe ceafferh to ſecke ſatisfaction 

from the temporall , and finice creatures. Faith is 4 

chymicall grace. As couerouſnefie is an earthly AL | 

chymiſt that turneth gold into God, fo is faith a di- 

uine Chymicke that turneth Gog into gold, ſaluer,and BE 
Eritjue omoi- whatever the heart wantcth and defirech, Iob 22. 23. I 
mg rag 24-25. 1f thoureturne tothe Alniightie then ſhalt this 7 
runm, & argen« Lay 1p gold as duit, and the gold of Ophix as the ftanes of 


tum mare{que 


bs Ea le #be brovkes, yea tbe Almighty ſoall be thy choyce gol * 


f Counterp0y/on 4g4mnſt Conetenſmeſſe. 29 
| and filuer, andſtreneth untothee. Would we have 
our fill of gold and filuer, fo as we would haue our 
chirſt quenched ? Let vs make God our portion b 
faith. He that by faich hath made God his gold, ſhall 
never through couetouſnes made gold his god, Tem- 
| porallthingscan no morcfill the hearr,then ſpiricuall 
| thingsacheſt. The world canno more fill the hearr, _ _ 
& then a circle cana ſquare. God alone is he that can cs. 
ſatisfie the foule , on whom the ſoule hauing layed <vlus quadra- 
hold, ir then holds it ſelfe well apaid, and then; and — 
neuer till then ſings with Dawd, Plal.16. 5.6. The - 
' Lord js the portion of mine inheritance». The lines 
= are fallnto me in pleaſant places, yea 1 haue a goedly 
E heritaze. 
2. Sobrictic and temperance, ſober affcions in 
the vſe of theſe earthly things. For though couctouſ- 
| nes andprodigalitic be two extremes,yct oftentimes 
| couetoulneſle is but ſubordinate to prodigalitic; and 
mens prodigall and intemperate courfes,makes them 
| couctouſly ſcrape that together which may be ſer- 
| uiceable ro their luſts. Many haue brave, or baſe 
| minds rather, they muſt flaunt, and cut it out in ap- 
| parell, furniture, houſhold, attendance. Pride muſt 
; ws this thing, & delicacie muſt haue thar; pleaſure 
| cals forthis, and luſt for that. Which inordinacies of 
| theirs being coſtlier then their own eſtates can beare, 
© then couctouſneflc inſ{trudts rhem to laythe burden 
= vponorhers. Theſe intemperate aftetions crying 
= like horſe-leeches Gee, grue, they teach couctouſnes 
© tocric Txke, take; and fo by iniuſtice, exaQtion and 
5X opprefiion do ſceke maintenance andexhibition for 


other 


ke [7 their pride and huxury out of other mens eſtates, and 


© 49 A Connterpoyſon agaimſt conetouſneſſe. ; 
_ other mens maintenance which is for their bare ne-* 
ceſſicies,muſt be rauened vp to ſerue their inordinate 
and helliſh voluptuouſaecſſe. Hence comes itthatthe. 
yoore Tenant is racked to maintaine the Landlords 
dogs, hawkes,and coaches; the poore Tenants backe 
ſtripped, that their dead walls may be richly clothed, 
the poore Tenant can ſcarce go in good rufſet on 
high dayes, becauſe the Landlord, like the rich glut- 
ton, muſt fare deliciouſly,and go in purple cuery day. 
Moderation breeds contentation: contentation pre- 
ſcrues from couetouſneſle. He that is content with 
his owne, will neuer put forth his hand to wrong at 
other. | 
3. Setbounds and a ſtint to thine eſtate, and 
learne to know when thou haſt ezough. Couectouſnes 
is adefire of more then enough. Therefore do men 
ſtill deſire more, becauſe they thinke they hauc not 
yeteroxeh. He that would be rclicucd againſt cours . 
couſneſſe, muſt firſt ſeeke ro ſtint his deſires; a man? 
ſhall neuer ſtint his deſires, till his eſtate be ſtinted, 
Mens eſtates arenot ſo much increaſed by their de-/ 
ſires,as their deſires are made endlefle by their eſtates? 
boundlefſe.If E/au had bene as honeſt in other things 
as inthis,he ſhould neuer haue deſerucd the brand of 
aprofane perſs. As profane as he was, I could wiſh this | 
leſſon were learned of him. As profane as he was, he 
Wasan honeſter man in this,then thouſands that now | 
live. Wil ye heare how like an honeſt man he ſpeakes? 
Gen. 33.9.1 haue enough my brother, keepe that which 
thou hafs to thy ſelfe. Behold how farre he is beyond | 
the honeſtie of the Harpyes and cormorants of our | 
times, thatnever knowing when they haue enough, 
(=: are 
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| #$ 1.4.45, oc SF Sac/ 91 //Co 4) : 
| arceuer fixing their kites clawes and their gryphons 
calants vpon their poore brother /acobs goods. Foure 
| things are ſpecified, Pro.30.15,16.that neuerſay, Jt is 
| eourh : to which we may adde afift, namely a coue- 
| tous heart thatknoweth no ſtint of irs owne defires 
| and endeuours. The way to preuent this immodera- 
| ti0,is toſee when we are well, when we hane enough. 
{ Apointbeing determinable,why make not men con- 
| ſcience to determine it? God forbids the King, Deur. 
| 17o16,17. fo multiply horſes to himſelfe, and greatly to 
multiply his filuer and gold, and yet who hath greater 
vies of, and fairer pretences for theſe things then 
Princes hauer Ifa King may not multiply aboue that 
which is enough for a King , whatprerogatiuei haue 
inferiouc ſubie&s to baue eſtates boundleſſe Þ We 
| canfayofothers, They have enough,if they can ſee. 
| If we can ſee when others haue enough, why do we 


ouerlooke our owne eſtates? This is an ea cone- * 


| touſpeſſe, when men are ever lading themſelues with 
thicke clay, and haueneither the hearrs northe grace 
| ro ſer downe an Hucuſque to anſwer Gods Quouſque, 
| Hab.2.6. an Hitherto to Gods How long. For this ve- 
ry ſin were the Iewes threatned, Ifa.2. 6.7. Therefore 
' thou haſt forſaken thy people, &rc. becauſe their land is 
| fullof filuer and gold, neither u there any end of their 
| treaſares, any endof their chariots. Enough, we ſay, is 
as good asafeaſt. And whatſhould a man do fea- 
ſting or feeding when his belly is full? Thepurſe muſt 


W know a meaſure as well as the belly. And then it will 


be as caſic to fill mens eyes as their bellies. Not that 
men hauing enough, ſhould giue vp their honeſt cal- 
\. lings, andreceiuein no more; but hauing enough, 

G ſhould 


| ſhould lay vp no mare, bur meke the ouerfloate of 
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their cup ſcruiceable ro the maintenance of Gods 
worſt.ip, and therelicfe of his poote Saints. Take this 
couſe,and be couerous if thou canſt. Let your conucy- 
ſation be witheat couetouſneſſe,Heb.13.5. What helpe 
may we hauc hereunto ? And be content with things 
preſent. Contentation preſeruerh from covetouſnes. 
Then,and never till then, will a mans heart be con- 
renced when he hath enough, and knoweth he hath 


_ enough, and is reſolued not to go further then 


Anim?® hoamims 
dives, non arca 
appcllarilo'cr, 
qoamuis ia fit 
plcna,dum te 
joan<cm video, 
drunem non 
putabo.Cicer, 
Parad.6, 


enough. 

4. Free thy ſelfe from a falſe opinion of riches. 
The conceit which men have of riches, is falſe. They 
think riches licth in Hauinzg much. They are deceiued. 
God is called &/chin Scripture, not for moxey, bur 
for merc/e; not for hawing goods, but for doing goed, 
Rom'10.12. He that is Lord ouer all, is rich unto all 
that call vpon bim. herein is God rich? Not in be- 
ing Lord ower all, but in doing good wnto all thar call 
vpon him. Sothat I would not forbid men to be co- 
verous of riches, ſo they would be couctous of true 
ar:d durable riches. Couet trueriches, and ſpare nor. 
Couet to be Rich in God, Rich in faith, Rich in good 
works. The more couetous of theſe riches,the happier 
is thy ſoule. This was the fooles error next my text, 
that concciued Riches to be all in Hauing, and not 
in Doing good. Therefore it,is added in the cloſure 
of that parable, Sois cuery oe that gathereth riches 
to himſclfe,and is notrich in God. So, that is, as ve- 
ry a foole as was he. 

5- Climbe vp mount X gb, and from thence take 
a view of Canaan, andlitle liſt and loue ſhalt thou 


haue 


. 
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A Counterpoylon againſt Conetouſrneſſes 43 
have to the wilderneſſe of the world. Ger apiercing 
eyc in meditation to ſee the inuiſible God, the glo- 
ric and beauric of heauen; and therewithall ſhall we 
find our affections io inflamed, that they ſhall eaſily 
{lake and coole in regard of carthly things.Oh ſhame 
that we that profeſle the hope of an inheritance with 
the Saints in light, ſhonld lauiſh our ſo much of our 
_ precious time, of our precious life, and the ſtrength 
of our affections in the ſo eager purſuite ofthe traſh 
of the carth. View well thathcauenly Ieruſalem on 
high , that Czrze which is of pure gold, Apoc.21.18. 
whole ftrecteY; alſopure gold, verſe 21. and in compa- 
riſon of that Citic, thou thalt ſay of all carthly felici- 
ties as Hiram laid of the cities which Salomon gaue 
him,1.King.9.13. They pleaſed him mot :. and he ſaid, 
what cities are theſe which thou hait giuen me, my bro- 
ther? And he called them, viz.in indignation, the land 
of Cabul wnto this day, that 1s, a dirtic, a mirie land. 
Heauen is ourland of Canaan; fixe we oureye and 
heartthereon, and the carth willnot pleaſe vs, it will 
be a very land of Cabu/,a dirtic,drofhe land in our eie. 
Oh fondrthing for vs that hope forthe milke and ho- 
ney of Cazaan, to long and luſt after the ſtinking 
garlicke and onions of Egypt: Oh fond thing for vs 
that hope fora crowne and kingdome, thus to abaſe 
our ſelues to lic raking in the kennels of the earth. 
Thus if men would bur ſeriouſly meditate, and work 
vptheir thoughts and hearts to che loue of the trea- 
ſures of heauen,it would ſoone breed in them an ho- 
ly negleR, if not” a contempr of this preſent world. 
This remedy our Saujour teacheth, Matth.s.19,20, 
2 I. Lay not vp treaſures for your go on earth, &c. 
2 as 
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Nemo enim 
poteſt niſi co- 
gitare de the- 


ſaas (equi. Et 
ficut ecclcſtam 
przceſſit caput 
cius, fic Chrilti- 
anum pracedat 
cor cius.Eamus 
ergo bioc- ex 


qua parte pol- 


ſyurnus, {cquetur 
torum voſtrum 
quo przcellerir 
aliquid noſtra. 
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and then followes, Bu# lay vp treaſures for your [clues 
inheauen; and then, where our treaſure is, there will 


ther. The ſame remedy Paul/teacherh Timothy amorg 
many others, 1.Tim.6.11,12. 0 man of God flie theſe 
things, namely the couctous defires of the world. 
But how ſhall chat be done? Lay hold of eternall life. 
The faſter hold we take of the world to come, the 
looſer hold fhall we haue of this world, and the leſle 
hold ſhall this world haue of vs. For ts makes men 
hold fo faſt on,and in this life, becauſe they haue fo 
{lacke an hold of the life to come. This made CA bra- 
ham dwell in tents in the land of promiſe, not raiſing 
cities or making great buildings, becauſe he looked for 
a Citie hauinz a foundation whoſe builder and maker 
was God, Heb.1 1.9.10. And thus Dauid ſeemeth to 
weane his heart from the lone of the earth , Pſal.17. 
14-15: having before ſpoken of the men of this world 
who haue their portion in this life , he ſubioynes, 
1 will behold thy face in righteouſneſſe, and when 1 a- 
wake 1 ſhatlbe ſatisfied with thine image. As if he had 
ſaid, I ncither cnuie nor deſire their happineſſe, my 
teeth water not after their delicates, I long alone 
after that ſweet ſatietie which I ſhall haue in the ſo- 
cictie of the glorious Trinitie at the day of my bleſ- 
ſed reſurreRion. And ſo much for the remedies; and 

ſo much for the obze of the caution. 
3+ Third point remaines. The Perſons warned to 
beware. And be ſaid unto them. Vrto them? Vnto 
whom? Sec the firſt verſe ofthe Chapter, There was 
; an 
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an innumerable maltitade of peaple, in ſo much that they 
trode one pon another. And he (aid vntothem,cuen to 
this whole and huge multitude, to them all, one and 
another, Take ye heed and beware. 

Couetouſneſle is an Epidemicall diſeaſe , an vni- 
verſall plague from which no fortis free, He ſaid to 
them,eucn to them all. Ier. 6.13. For from the leaſt of 
them,eucn tothe greateſt of them euery one i giuen to 
courtouſneſſe. There is no ſort or condition of per- 
ſons free from this peſtilence. Some ſinnes are parti- 
cular to ſome callings,as tothe Miniſtery, to the Ma- 
giſtracy alohe; ſome peculiar to ſome conditions , as 
totherich or to the poore alone: bur this poyſon in- 
fecerh all ages, callings, conditions, ſexes, perſons. 
Therefore now Chriſt ſpeakes nor as verſe 1.0 his di/- 
ciples, bur preaching agynlt couetoufneſſe he ſpea- 
keth to them all, He ſaid vnrto them, T ake heed and be- 
ware. I conceiue our Sauiours auditory to be much 
ofthe nature of this preſent aſſembly; and I conceiuc 
this preſenr aſfembly to be a mixt company of all 
ſorts and conditions: and therefore as Chri## ſaid to 
them , (oI ſay to you, euen toall, andeuery of you, 
Take heed and beware of wouctouſneſſe. But becauſe 
hearers commonly are like ouer bafſhfull gueſts, that 
either faſt, or feed not ſo liberally as they ſhould for 
want of aearuer, giue me leaue therefore to take this 
office vpon me, and to lay vpon cuery mans trencher 
what may beſt ſuite, though not with his tooth, yet © 
with his neceſſitic. | 

1. Andfirſt, according to thegule of well ordered 
charity, to begin at home; and as our Sautour began 
his ſermon in this Chapter, He began to ſay to his diſct- 

\ 2 ples 


46 CA Ceunterpoyſon againſt Conttonſ ſe, 
les firſt of a!l; and as the Propherin taxing this ſinne, 
a- 3. to begin with the Prie/t and the Prephet ; let 
me aduiſc you ofthe tribe of Lexi, who are to teach 
others the contempt of the world,to take heed of the _ 
loue of the world your ſelues. Aboue al men take y ou 
heed, and beware you of couerouſncſle. Ir is an irre- 
gularitic , and an offence againſt Saint Pauls and 
Saint Peters Canons, 1. Tim. 3.3. Net gruen tofilthy lu- 
cre, net couetows , ard 1.Per.5.2 Not carivg for the 
flocke for filthy Jucre, bur ofa ready n:ind. Ye are the 
light and che eyes of the world : If our light proue 
darkneſſc, how great will that darkneſle be. This finne 
will put out oureye, andeclipſe our light . Zach. 11, 
17. The fooliſh ſheepheards right eye is threatened 
to be darkened. This is one f(inne that will bring that 
plague vpon vs. This is a bgptting , blinding, and in- 
fatuating ſinne. Iſay 56.11. T; bel? greedy dogs can ne- 
wer haue enough , and theſe ſheepheards cannot vnder- 
ſtand, for they all looke to their owne way,enery one for his 
aduantage,and for his owne purpoſe. In the veiſc before 
he had cowplained that they were d4umbe dogs, that - 
they could not bake. What made them durbe dogs? 
They were greedy dogs what could never have e- 
nough. Dogs that are cuer feeding and gnawing 
their bones, haue neither liſt nor leiſure ro be bar- 
king, and keeping the houſe. VVhat was the reaſon 
cheſs ſheepheards could not vnderſtand? They all 
looked after their owne way, and for their owne ad- 
uantage. Te carnet ſerue God and Mammon, They are 
two contrary Cures ſo infinitely diſtant each from 0- 
ther, as no court of Faculties can giue a diſpenſation 
to ſerue both. We cannot be Gods Miniſters , and 
Mam- 
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Mammons chaplaines. I will vſe no other argument 
to vrgerthis caution vpon you, then of Pax to Time- 
thie, 1.Tim. 6. 11.0 thou man of God flie theſe things. 
Which very phraſe ſcemeth to have a ſtrong argu- 
ment couched vnder it,in that he calleth himthe van 
ef Go. Why faith he not as at othertimes, 6 Trme- 
gheus,but 6 thou man of God,but that his calling might 
be a monitour to him to make him wary and heed- 
full > We find mention, Pfal, 17.14. of the men of this 
world, and Lyk.12.30.of the poople of this world. Now 
this phraſe, Thou man of Goa, me thinkes it ſtanderhi 
in oppoſition vnto thoſe. As if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Thou art not ama? of the worl/d,but a man of God,and 
 ſeekeſt thou great things for thy ſelfe? Seeke them not, 
ler. 45. 5. O man of Godflic theſe things, for after all 
theſe things ſecke the people of the world. Luke 12. 30. 
It becometh not the me» of God to be men of the world. 
Indeed,I conteſle,the wer of the world haue pur an E- 
gyptian tricke vpon the men of God; have taken away, 
I would bur the ſtraw alone, and yer ſtill call forthe 
fulltale of bricke both in preaching and hoſpiralitie: 
and hauing by thcir ſacriledge made rhe Miniſterie 
bare and. penurious , and forced many to ſuch ſhifts 
for their livelihood as carry an appearance of this 
ſinne , then they crie vs downeto be inhoſpirall, illi- 
berall,and couctous. Bur yet for all this I could wiſh 
that the mzer: of God, by ioyning not houſe to houſe, 
bur pariſh to pariſh, did not giue the me of the world 
roo 11ſt cauſe ro clamour againſt them for their co- 
uetouſneſle. Pluralities, mulrirades- of Cures, mulri- 
plicity of Benefices, Abſence from our flockes for our 
owne ends and aduantages, Citic LeQures with tire 
neglect 
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negleC of countrey charges, all theſe haue a ſhrewd 
ſuſpitious appearance of this evill, and maketh the 
men of the world ſpeake broadly ,and ſay that none are 
more couetous then clergic men. Wheretore © ye 
men of God flie theſe things , Take heed ana beware of 
couctouſneſſe. 

2. Ye honourable and reverend Magiſtrates and _ 
Iudges, who are not onely men of God, but vpon * 

 whomGodhath puthis owne name,! baxe ſaid ye are 
| Gods. Pſal. $2. take ye heed allo and beware of coue- 

touſneſle. So lethro would have Meſes his Iudges to 4 
be qualified, Exod. 18.21. Men fearing God, dealing 
truly, hating couctouſneſſe, Theſe are well toyned to». ? 
gcthcr, for it is not poſlible they ſhould deale truly in 5 
the place of iuſtice , that do not hate courtouſneſſe. I, 
neither do nor can accuſe any of ourreuerend Tudges''# 
as guilty of this ſinne , or any ſuch as commonly at", 
tend it when it ſetteth foote into the iudgment ſeateg 
ſuch asare iniuſtice, bribery, corruption, rayfing fa>% 
uourites vpon the ruines of honeft-caufes andmen, # 
&c. Bur onely as one this day in Godsroome, I am 3 
bold to beſeech and aduife your wifedamesto Take 
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inſtitia arc but magns l(atrocinia. This ſinne will turne 
Guild-hall into a Shooters hill,and weſtminſter-bellinto 
a Sariſ-buryplaine. Her rulers loue to ſay with ſhame, 
Gize ye, Hol. 4.18. And what difference betweene 
gee ye, and deliuer ye? Indeed gize ye is not ſo dange- 
rous by the law as delzwer ye; and gre ye gocth oft in 
chaines of gold, while delzaer ye lycth in ferrers of 
iron: but in the Court of conſcience,8& before Gods 
tribunall , there is no difference berweene rheewery 
and bribery. For the ſame commandement that for- 
biddeth theeuery forbidderh bribery, yea and forbid- 
derh it vnderthe name of theeuery. That word Hoſ. 
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take a bribe; And wellis 
_ +irplacedberweene the other two, as that which in» 
 deedgiuethlife to both the other. For why do they 


afflifi or oppreſle phe inſt? They take a bribe. And 
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what miſchiefe followerh vpon it © They tare aſide 
the poore in the gate from theirright. Take heede of 
this ſinne as of a wizhty fine, yea as of a burning 
ſinne thatwill conſume all, for fire ſhall conſume the ta- 
bernacles of bribery, Tob 15. 34. Ler therefore neither 
gainenor rewards be the remorartothe ſhip of juſtice, 
lec itſaile ſpeedily; Currat /ex,lct iuſtice bane a quick 
courſe. 7tthro was not pleaſed to ſee cauſes hang trom 
morning to euening,it would have grudged him farre 
more to haue ſeenethem hang from yeare to yeare: }. 
worlt of all it would haue angred himto haue feene 
cauſes vſed as vnconſcionable Chyrargions vic fore 
legs,hold them long in handnot for the difficulty of, - 

but for the gaine of the cure. Oh that your wiſdomes 


 wouldthinke of ſome courſe no lefle for fpeede then 


integrity in iuſtice, that a good cauſe mightnot be tj- 
red and wearied out with long ſuite, and that a mans 
_ recouered by /awmight not be as coſtly as whar 

is bought by purchaſe. | 
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riour Lawyers, to aduife them alſo to beware and 
take heede of coverouſneſſe.I may ſpeake to you as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ro the Corinthians with a little 
change of his words. 1.'Cor. 6.7.8. 9.10. Now there 


i viterly a fault amongſt you, even amongſt you Laws * ; 


yers, tot becauſe ye go to law one with another, but be- 


cauſe many of you out of a couerous deſireof gaine, _* 
do cncourage menthat haue'bad cauſes togoro law ** 


with others. /-y rather ſuffer ye not wrong ? why rather © 
ſnſtaine ye not the loſſe of alittle diſhoneſt gaine © Nay 
ye your ſelues do wrong, and do harme, and that to your 
bretbren, whileſt ot of a ſquint reſpe&t ro your owne 
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gaine , youſticke not to pleade ſich cauſes as you 
know to be weake and vniuſt. K mow ye not that the 
wnrighteous ſhal net inberite the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceined. Neither conctous nor extortioners ſhal inberite 
the kingdom of God. The. Apoltle addes, And [uchwere 
[ome of you, T would I might not ſpeake in the pres 
ſent tenſe, and ſay, And ſuch are fome of you. I 
ſpeake not this as if I came hither to maintaine a foo- 
liſh faction between Colledges and Innes of Court; 
God forbid that we ſhould ſtand vpon this holy 
ground with ſach filthy ſhooes z bur Ifpeake it our 
of adeſire of the peace of your owne hearts : to the 
which I dare referre my felfe, and make them the 
iudges,whether ye þe guiltie of this finne, yea or no. 
For while with 45/a/om ye ſay to every war, his 
cauſe is good, 2. Sam.15.3. See,thy matters (faith he) 
are 200d and righteous; and this, faith thetexr, he did 
to eucry man, and fo ſtole away the hearts of che peo- 
: whileſt, I ſay, with 4#/a/om ye tell euery man, 
iscauſe iggoodz and ſo ſteale away, not the learts, 
for themyeloſe at laſt, butrhe goods of the people, 
' arc ye notcouerous ? 
Whileſt with Tert«/4s for your fees, you care not 
to pleade againſt Paw, againſt an honeſt mans cauſe, ,.___. -.. 
arc yenotconerous: | omnes volune 
While with the men of Abzezey, Indg.6. ye will <ſe multos. | 
pleade for Bael, will for your gaines pleade in pub. g90'tc221al 
licke Courts -of Iuſtice for baſe debauched adunl- quzritane. 
tcrous drunkards preſented and indicted for their et 285 que- 
notorious irregularities,and pleadefor their honeſtie cou = 


too; I will not ſay, Are ye your felues honeſt > but I as 
(| cat. 
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what miſchiefe followerh vpon it © T hey tarme aſide 
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mornngeententtg,icwouldhauc grudged him farre 
more to haue ſeenethem hang from yeare to yeare: 
worlt of all it would haue angred himto haue feene 
cauſes vſed as vnconſcionable Chyrurgions vſe fore 


legs,hold them long in hand not for the difficulty of, - | 


but for the gaine of the cure. Oh that your wiſdomes 


f 


would thinke of ſome courſe no lefle for ſpeede then 


integrity in juſtice, that a good cauſe mightnot be ti- 
red and wearied out with long ſuite, and that a mans 
right recouered by lawmight not be as coſtly as what 
is bought by purchaſe. 
3- [twillnorbeanvnſeaſonablecaueat to all infe- 
riour Lawyers, to aduiſe them alſo to beware and 
take heede of covetouſneſle.I may ſpeake to you as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ro the Corzmthians with a little 
change of his words. 1./Cor. 6.7. 8. 9: 10. Now there 


6 viterly a fault amongſt you, even amongſt you Laws -. 


yers, tot becauſe ye go to law one with another, but be- 


cauſe many of you out of a couerous deſire of gaine, 


do encourage menthathaue'bad cauſes ro goro law 


ſnſtaine ye not the loſe of alittle diſhoneſt gaine © Nay 
ye your ſelues do wrong, and do harme, and that to your 


bretbrey,, whileſt out of a ſquint reſpe& ro your owne _./ 
"Tel gaine, — 


aine , youſticke not to pleade ſuch cauſes as you 
= to be weake and vniuſt. Know ye not that the 
 Arnrighteous ſhal net inberite the kingdoms of God? Be not 
erned. Neither couctous nor extortioners ſhal inherite 
þ k/n0 dom of God. The Apoſtle addes, And [uchwere 
Wc of 104, I would I might not ſpeake in the pre- 
nt ccnſe, and ſay , And ſuch arc ſome of you. I 
_=Weake nor this as if I came hither to maintaine a foo- 
Eh faRtion between Colledges and Innes of Courr, 
— "God forbid that we ſhould ſtand vpon this holy 
ground with ſuch filthy ſhooes z bur Iſpeake it our 
of a deſire of the peacc of your owne hearts : to the 
which I' dare referre my felfe, and make them the 
iudges,whether ye be guiltie of this finne, yea or no. 
For while with 4b/a/om: ye ſay to every man, his 
\ cauſe is good, 2. Sam.15.3. See,thy matters (faith he) 
are zood and righteous; and this, ſaith thetexr, he did 
to eutry man, and ſo ſtole away the hearts of the peo- 
tn : whileſt, I ſay, with .46/a/om ye tcll euery man, 
is cauſe isgood; and ſo ſtcale away, not the krares, 
for them yeloſe at laſt, butrhe goods of the people, 
* arc ye notEouetous ? | 
Whileſtwith Teria/kes for your fees, you care not 
to pleade againſt Pal, againſt an honeſt mans cauſe, .,___ ... 
arc ye not conerous: - omnes volunt 
Whileſ with themen of Abzezey, Indg.s. ye will cle multos, | 
leade for Bael, will for your gaines pleade in pub. g9'c 22 mal 
licke Courts of Iuſtice for baſe debauched adnl- quzrizaox. 
tcrous drunkards preſented and indicted for their Re 7285 que- 
notorious irregularities,and pleadefor their honeſtie OT 
too; I will notſay, Are ye your ſelues honeſt ? but I ans 
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what miſchiefe followeth vpon it © T hey tarme aſide 
the poore in the gate from theirright. Take heede of |} 
this ſinne as of a mighty imme, yea as of a burning 
ſinne that will conſume all, for fire ſhall conſume the ta- 
bernacles of bribery, Tob 15. 34. Ler therefore neither 
gaine nor rewards be the reora tothe ſhip of iuſtice, 
ler it ſaile ſpeedily; Carrat /ex,lct tuſtice hane a quick 
conſe ales was not pleaſed to ſee cauſes hang from 
morning tocucning,it would have grudged him farre 
more to haue ſeenethem hang from yeare to yeare: _ 
worſt of all it would haue angred himto haue ſeene 
cauſes vſed as vnconſcionable Chyrargions vſe ſore 
legs,hold them long in hand not for the difficulty of, 
but for the gaine of the cure. Oh that your wiſdomes 
wouldthinke of ſome courſe no lefle for ſpeede then 
integrity in iuſtice, that a good cauſe mightnot be ti- 
red and wearied out with long ſuite, and that a mans 
right recoucred by /awmight not be as coſtly as what 
is bought by purchaſe. | 


riour Lawyers, to aduiſe them alſo to beware and 
take heede of couctouſneſle.I may ſpeake to you as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ro the Coremthians with a little 
change of his words. 1.Cor. 6.7.8. 9.10. Nowthere 
6 viterly a fault amongſt you, even amongſt you Laws 
yers, fot becauſe ye go to law one with another, but be- 
cauſe many of you our of a couerous deſire of gaine, _ 
do encourage menthathaue'bad cauſes to goro law © 
with others. #/-y rather ſuffer ye not wrong ? why rather © 
ſwſtaine ye not the loſe of alittle diſhoneſt gaine * Nay 
ye your ſelues do wrong, and do harme, and that to your 
bretbres, whileſt out ofa ſquint reſpeCt ro your owne 

| ek gaine, 


3- Itwillnor be anvnſcaſonable caueat to all infe- L 
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gaine , youſticke not to pleade ſuch cauſes as you 
know to be weake and vniuſt. XK zow ye not that the 
wnrighteous ſhal net inberite the kingdons of God? Be not 
deceined. Neither conctows nor extortioners ſhal inherite 
the kingdom of God. The Apoſtle addes, And [uchwere 
[ome of you, I would I might not ſpeake in the pre» 
ſent tenſe, and ſay , And ſuch are fome of you. I 
ſpeake not this as.if I came hither to maintaine a foo- 
liſh faction between Colledges and Innes of Court; 
God forbid that we ſhould ſtand vpon this holy 
ground with ſach filthy ſhooes z bur Iſpeake it our 
of a deſire of the peace of your owne hearts : to the 
which I dare referre my ſelfe, and make them the 
iudges,whether ye be guiltie of this finne, yea or no. 

Far while with 465/a/om: ye ſay to every man, his 
cauſe is good, 2. Sam.15.3. See,thy matters (faith he) 
are good and righteous; and this, faith the text, he did 
#0 eucry man, and ſo ſtole away the hearts of che peo- 
iu : whileſt, I ſay, with 46/alom ye tell eucry man, 

is cauſe isgood; and ſo ſtcale away, not the Ararts, 
for themyeloſe at laſt, butthe goods of the people, 
* are ye notEauetous ? 

Whileſtwith Teria/4ss for your fees, you care nor 
to pleade againſt Paw, againſt an honeſt mans cauſe, ,,_ __ ... 
arc ye not conerolus? omnes volunt 

Whileſt with che men of Abzezey, Iudg.6. ye will <fſe multos. 
plcade for Baed, will for your gaines pleade in pub. (57720 mal 
licke Courts -of Iuſtice for baſe debauched adul- quzritace. 
tcrous drunkards preſented and indicted for their 2s gs, 4 
notorious irregularities;and pleadefor their honeſtie nes iſ 


too; I will notſay; Are ye your felues honeſt? but I pr nomngagd 


. dare ay, Are ye nor grolly couetaus >2Qh take o__ 46421 
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ofthis couctouſneſſe;and aboue all fees and incomes 
in the world, tender your peace wich God, In whoſe 
name and feare, I beſeech youto make a conſcience 
of pleading euery cauſe . Vhen an ill cauſe cometh 
to you for counſel, ſay that of it plainly, which the 
buyer of his commoditie ſpeaketh difſemblingly, 
Prou.20.14. /t is naught jt is naught. It is not ſo great 
a ſinne for achapman to ſay of a good commoditic, 
It is naught, it is naught, as for a Lawyer to ſay of a 
naughtie cauſe, 1t is good, it is good. Make a conſci- 
ence of pleading againſta good cauſe. Ler not coue- 
rouſnefle make your wirs, skill, learning and tongues, 
inſtrumenrall ro injuſtice. Neither be Tertu{ſts to 
pleade againſt Pau/, nor CAbiezrites to pleade for 
Baal, Will ye pleade for Beal? Let Baal and Belial 
p_- for themſclues . How thinke ye to haue the 
ordIcſus for your Aduocate, that dare be plca- 
ding aduocatcs for Baal and Belial? Therefore all 
Lawyers, Take heed and beware of conetouſneſſe. 
4+ I commend this caucat to all Church-patrons: - 
Take ye heed alſo and beware of couetouſneſle. 
What is the reaſon that our Church groanes vn- 
der the heauic burden of ſo many inſufficient mini- 
{ters ? Nothing more then the couetouſnes of Church- 
patrons,who while they looke more at the gitts and 
Jung inthe hand, then gifts and graces of the 
eart, ſticke not ro bring into Gods Sanctuary thoſe 
for Leuites to diuide the word , who in good truth, 
ou them their due, are not worthy the place of Gz. 
eorites to cleaue and dinide wood, and draw water, 
vnfit for the meaneſt ſeruice of the Sanftuary. Me 


thinks 144. his halter ſhould make you afraid of Fa K [ 


das his queſtion , Quid dabitis? What will ye giue > 

God gaue him an halter. Take heed left while you 
ask the ſame queſtion,God do not giue you the ſame 
anſwer. For certainly this ſinne makes you as ver 

theeues as eucr was ud: and what can a cheeky 
looke for, but the halter You are eucry whit as þad 
as 1ud as. He ſold the Head, you ſell the members; he 
the ſhepheard, you the ſheepe; and the ſame ſinne 
that ſet him, ſers you on worke too, the ſ{inne of co- 
vetouſheſſe. As bad as /udas? Nay in ſome reſpect 
ye are worſe then he. Not that I am of that heretical 


opinion of the old Caznites, of whom IHaoguſtinemas- Lib.de Herel: 
keth mention, who held that 7udas betrayed Chriſt 7 Wodvuled: - | 


out of a good and an honeſt mind, as foreſccing thar 
infinite good which his paſhon-& deathſhould bring 
to mankind. No, I knowlie was a-murtherer and a 
theefe, and yer I ſay, that you are worſe then he: He 
_ fold burthe body, bur yau {ell foules, ani fo make 
your ſclucs guilty ofthe ſtr of thatiexecrable filth of 
Babylon, whoſe merchandize (Apocz1 0s ors 
onely pearlcs, linnen, ſcarlet, &c:bur alſo the ſeules of 
wen. ludss by his barter made but the porters field, 
you by yours make; Chriſts field, Chriſts Church;an: 
Aceldema a field of bloud, while for yaur wicked pe-- 
cuniary reſpects, in ſtead of barking degs to keepe, 
you pur in raucning wolucs and feepte greedy dogs to: 
kill Chrifts ſheepe. Now as you fcare to haue your 
hands befmearcd with the gore of foules, and ax you 


dread that heauic account which muſt be gen for 

ſoule-bloud;fſo all Church-patcons take heed and be- 

ware of couctouſneſſe. 

5- Me thinkes, in ROT” A > 
2 15 
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is chus complained of, I ſhould hearc Landlords,and: 
men thatliuuc on Offices , ſaying tome as the Publi- 
cans to /oba, Luk,3.12. What ſhz{{we do?If conerouſe 
nes be thus foule a finne, how then, and what then 
ſhall wedo > To whom I giue the ſame anſwer that 
tobe did to the Publicans and the ſouldiers both, Ex- 
ati wo more thenis appointed to you, and Do no man vio- 
tence, be content with your wages. Take heed and be- 
ware of couetouſneſlc, Take heed of exaction, Take 
heed of oppreflion,Take heed of racking your rents, 
Take heed of tentring your poore Tenants. Grinde 
notthe faces of the poore; vncloache not their loines 
cocloathe your dead walls. Many Landlords are like 
Darius, Dan. 6.16. he prayes God to helpe Darrel, 
bur inthe meanec time ſends him to the Lions den :- 
ſo many oppreſling Landlords,they cric, God helpe, 
but in themean time play the Lions.God hath ſworn 
by his Holineſfe, that he will 7ateaway (uch —_—_— 
with thornes,and their poſteritie with fiſb-hookes, Am. 
4-2.God will ſerue them as Gideon kerued the men of 
Swccoth, ladg. 8.16. whom he did tcare with the bri- 
ers andchornes of the wildernefſe.- ir is but iuſtice 
thattheirfleſh ſhouldberorne off with briers , who 

Tantum £160 . Were thornos/and briers to" teare ofthe ficſh of o- 

ca noo ſuffice- thers. Ye find arichman immediatlyaftermy texr, 

PRs =_ whom the Lord callech Poole: Foole this niche [ball 

bat confliom £67 fone be take from thee; Wherein lay this mans 

wiſer, non - folly > Inchar be rookecare notto lay vp for good v- 

| ane war ſes, bur to lay vpforvolupmous ves thar furpluſage 

5 umicrat;ſea Of eftare which: God had giuen.him .. Now marke 

| mr ge re- what Aveuſtine inferreth hereupon: If he be a fools 

ſomede dats, Which layes butvp his owne: goods, j'as jmuruire c/ 


nomen 


© - 


omen qui rotiit aliens find you out afirname forhim 
that takes way another mans. VVhatnamerhen 
we find out? Sa/omonfirs them with a name, Ecclel: 
3.18. /iderem hos eſſe ills beſtias; lo Iuninnot tooles; 

but beaſts. And what beafts may they be ? Kiwe of Ba- 

ſhan, Amos 4.1. that is with rhe ealicft. Therefore Ze- 

phanie and Nahum make _ wolues, enening wolues, 

Lions, Lions whelpes, rearing and ramping Zrvns, 
Zeph.3.3.Nah.2.11.12.Bcaſts they are,beats vfproy, 

that liue ex repto, Not onely kine of: Baſhan,that bywop- 

preſſion trawple vader foore, bur deuonring wolurs, 

not onely trampling but tearing beaſts. Howfairely 

were this Iland bleſt, if it were as cleare tid of rhefec 

as itis ofother wolues? How happie were it if theſe 

Cannibals were amongftthe fauage Indians? How 

well,if theſe man-cating beaſts might be vicd as was 

XN ebuchadnez2zar,omnecd to graflc?Dan.4.30. Hew. yolua ound 
arinen from men,and did exe graſſe as the oxen. ' corparcere 

6. I may got here lerpaſſe ſuch asare guiltic of ſa- 5 ar o62o0G 

criledge, impropriators of Church liuings, together cum privs cu. 
with clofe and cunning defrauders of the Minifterje, drive in cpu- 
Take ye heed and beware of couetouſne/ſe. There isno- rome ego 
thing ſo ſacred and inniolable which this Harpy dat deront evim ce. 
reth not ſeize vpon. Thepartimony ofthe Church is Ro —_ 
exhauſted, and they thathaue enough otherwiſe will nimis Gleodi- 
notlergotheirChurchliuings. They whoſe forefas dezac laute ha- 
thers fed and fatted the rich gluttons of Rome, think _ wrerog 
now the-crumsrharfall vnder theirtables roo much aleadi ſuor qui 
for the poore Lazar of the Golpell. They muſt wie ® fidelier 
needs hauethis one feather/in their peacockes taile. c., Sos. 
How thould they maincaine that port and pompe ni rituras e1s con- 
rable apparel, idle andprodigall cxpences,ifthisbors *902%iiber. 
Ys 6 rowed x 


rowed, whartif I hadſaid this ſtoine feather, were re- 
ydthe Church againe? Couectouſneſſeþluckt rhis 
Relaber, nnd couctouſneſlc holderh this feather, and 
telleth couetous Impropriators , that it is fitter that 
Gods Miviſters ſhould want maintenance, then that 
theirhorſe heeles ſhould wane litter. To all fuch per- 
fons may that be ſpoken innocently which the vnpro- 
- firable ſcruant rohis maiſter ſpake wickedly : 2a:/ter, 
1 knew that thouwert an hard man, and reapedſt where 
thou ſoweaſt not . Is not this the caſe of Impropria- 
tors ? Are they not bard men that reape where they - 
ſow nor? If we ſow ſpirituall things, what right, what 
reaſon hath Coucrouſneſle rot thruſt her ſickle into 
our harueſt, and to reapeourtewporall things ? The 
world is wondrous bulie aboutthediſquiſition ofthe 
tenure of Tithes by what right they arc due, and ma- + 
ny are cunningerin this in rhe maine funda- -; 
mentall articles of their: religionz but —_ % 


in the meane time there is a more neceſlaric Que-- a 


re_ forgotten, to wit, by whatright Impropriators © 
deraine Church maintenance. Letthar calc DREW. F - 
uaſcdin the Court of conſcience, atid if God ſhall 
there determine on their ſides, we-hane- done; miuc 
gooddo irthem. know Ido butbeatcthonyzc 


A Counterpoyſon againſt Conttouſneſſe, x57 
TW neftic. Except your righteouſneſſe exceed the righteouſ: 
| EG the As jo. Phariſees, ye ſhall yot __— > 
© the kingdome of God. Alas, how many thinke to go to 
© hcauen, that yet come farre ſhort of a Phariſces righ- 
F ccouſneſſe? Luk. 18.12. 7, ſaiththe Phariſce, pay tithe 
of all that ener I poſſefſe . In which ſpeech 1 ſhould 
hauc feared he had lied, had not our Sauiour clſe- 
where acknowledged fo much of their preciſencſle 
K in ciching cuen vnto mint and cummin. The coue- 
W rouſacſle of the Phariſees was an honeſt couetouſnes 
E votothe Church-robbing and Church-pilling coue- 
Mrouſneſſe of our dayes: 
Y 7. Ic wereendlefle to follow couctouſneſſe into 
uery ſhop and profefſion : therefore laſt of all, All, 
ff all ſorts, one and another, high and low, rich and 
Mpoore, old and yong , take heed and beware of cone- 
JW os/neſſe. Take heedor irjn your muruall dealings in 
MWbuying and ſelling : abuſeno mans ſimplicitic, abuſe 
Wo mans credulitie, take not the aduanrage of any 
ans neceſſirie, butremember the ſpeech of an hea- 
Whcn, Gen. 23.15. The landis worth foure hundred ſhe- 
Wecls of /iluer. Take no more for acommoditic then # 
Þ- worth. We vic tofay in another caſe, Caurat exiproy, 
Wc the buyer beware; buthere I ſay, caveat wenditer, 
Wet the ſeller beware and rakeheed of couerouſneſle, 
ML ake heed of falſe ballances,of « weight and aweight, 
Yrou.20.10: of a weight fortheball,and a weight for 
Whe ſtall; of a weighrro ſell with,and a weight to ſeale 
Wich; of a weight ro we oe 9 4 buy 
ith. Let no man go beyond bis brother, 1. > 4. Go 
ith (wearing, proteſting, and with termes of kind- 
ies, for God is the I Fang things . _ 
Y | _ 
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jeſſe .” 
| trade locallodinmnflort % wercto bewiſhe#A 
euery, myſtery, there were not a myſtery of in 
found out 'and praftiſed by the iniquitie Er: n 
touſneſſe . Iriwere a ſhame to fend Chriſtian n&h 
{choolc to.learne honeſtdealing of Turks ,-an' oy 
they boaſttharwe are a fourme beneath theavfork 
neſt and fquaredealing; I wiltracher ſend yours ic 
rule res ny. 57 dweBcins of ch 
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